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THE CONNEXION BETWEEN 


THE 


INTERESTS OF SUNDAY- 


SCHOOLS AND THE INTERESTS OF THE CHURCH. 


ro the Editor of the American Sunday-Schoa! 
Magazine. 


The address in the February i-_ 
ber of the Magazine, prepared for the 
Sunday-school monthly concert of 
prayer, I read with peculiar pleasure. 
I hope with advantage. I feel per- 
suaded that no conscientious and 
Christian teacher, can peruse the ad- 
dress without a deeper impression than 
ever of the importance of this work, 
and the necessity of vital and ardent 
piety, and eminent spirituality in the 
performance of his weekly duties. 
How high are the pretensions, and 
how solemn the professions of Sunday- 
school teachers! What a weight of re- 
sponsibility! The teacher that does 
not at times tremble while he looks at 
the work, the interests involved, the 
prospects of his pupils, the subjects 
of instruction, the approaching and 
final review of all his doings at the 
bar of God and in the light of eternity, 
can scarcely have learned the first les- 
son of preparation for the duties he 
has undertaken. 

There is another subject connected 
with the duty of teachers and friends 
of Sunday-schools, upon which I hope 
you will bestow some attention. I 
mean the relation of the cause of Sun- 
day-schools to the prosperity of religion 
generally. { regard vital PIETY as 
the very root of the tree of which Sun- 
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day-school, Bible, Tract, Missionary, 
and Education Societies are only 
branches. ‘They are branches indeed 
of glorious fruits, and still more glo- 
rious buds and blossoms; but only 
branches still, and the branches can- 
not flourish if the root is diseased and 
decaying. 

It is found by much careful ebser- 
vation, that the most devoted and 
spiritually minded members of our 
churches, are generally those who are 
most friendly to the cause of Sun- 
day-schools, and indeed to all the 
institutions of benevolence; and it is 
well known that these institutions are 
patronised most efficiently, and pros- 
pered most signally, where true and 
experimental, and personal religion is 
most flourishing. But if the most 
zealous members of the church of 
Christ withdraw their efforts and ex- 
ample, and prayers and zeal, the 
general cause must languish. Bar- 
renness will overspread the fields of 
Zion. The city will be solitary that 
was once full of people. The ark of 
God will be borne by trembling hands 
and with tottering steps; and the evi- 
dences of spiritual declension will 
multiply and darken on every side. 

It may be said that the interests of a 
particular form of benevolence are 
of sufficient importance to fill the 
hands and the hearts of those who 
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engage init. This may be true, and 
yet those exercises and those obliga- 


strengthen the hands of the disciples 
of Jesus, deserve primary attention, 
and cannot be disregarded, or even 
slighted, without impairing the ener- 
gies of Zion, and ultimately retarding 
and defeating the enterprises of be- 
nevolence. 

The more intelligent and observing 
patrons and conductors of Sunday- 
school and Bible operations, &c. 


are aware of the connexion which | 


exists, and which must exist between 
them and the general cause of reli- 
gion. And they desire to promote 
that cause for its intrinsic and un- 
speakable importance to the world, 
as well as for the sake of all those 
agencies and institutions by which it 
dispenses its blessings to mankind. 
But there may be some of less expe- 
rience and observation, and of less ex- 
tended views, who suppose there ex- 
ists merit enough in the particular 
object in which they are engaged, 
and energy enough in those concern- 
ed in carrying it forward, to secure 
its prosperity independently of the 
Church of Christ. To such, the apos- 
tle’s admonition will be seasonable, 
and may be salutary. 
est not the root but the root thee.’’ 
Under such leaders and auspices, 
the cause of Sabbath-schools may 
go on. 
wealth already enlisted, may bear it 
onward. Schools may be multiplied. 
Facilities for instruction may be mul- 


tiplied. Talents and influence of a | 


higher order may be devoted to the 
work—but without the fire which is to 


be fanned and fed upon the church’s | 


altars, the work can never prosper. Let 
it be separated from the spirit of hum- 
ble, 


glory of Zion’s king; and let it be 
pushed forward in a high minded, self- 
seeking, independent, and _ world- 
ly spirit, and the emphatic expres- 
sions of God’s approbation will be 
withheld. The leaves may be abun- 
dant, but the fruits of righteousness 
will be few. The spirit of the most ef- 
ficient and prominent actors in the 


‘“* Thou bear- | 


The zeal, and piety, and | 


self-sacrificing devotedness to | 
the general cause of Zion, and the | 


| 


| 
| 
{ 





cause, will be extended in a great de- | 


grec, to those who fill humbler stations, 


and perform subordinate parts, and 


_ may also be expected to affect the cha- 
tions which enlarge the hearts and | 


racters of those who have been reared 
and taught under its influence; and thus 
the joyful anticipations of the church 
will be turned to lamentations, and 
tares will be found to fill the fields 
from which she has expected to reap 
her future harvests! 

It is not merely the teachers that 
this subject invites to solemn consi- 
deration. It deserves and demands 
the consideration of the active and the 
inactive friends of religion and of Sab- 
bath-schools throughout the country. 
A system is now in operation which is 
destined to influence greatly the cha- 
racter of the rising generations of Ame- 
rica. The questions which those who 
are fixing the principles and directing 
the exercises of our Sabbath-schools 
are called upon to answer, are, 
whether the institutions of religion 
and the spiritual prosperity of the 
church are to be sustained by the 
generation which is to come next, 

nd come soon, upon the stage? or, 
hether they are to be regarded as of, 
at best, only secondary importance’ 
Whether the children and youth of 
our country shall be trained for the 
duties of life under a system in which 
the Church of Christ, as such, has re- 
fused or neglected to co-operate, and 
which she will be considered as hav- 
ing practically opposed? Whether 
their deepest impressions, their strong- 
est and fondest associations shall be 
connected with the Church’s care and 
guardianship, and the parental solici- 
tude with which she has watched 
over them, and the hallowed influence 
which she has shed around them ; or, 
Whether they shall refer their earliest 
religious impressions, their attach- 
ment to the Bible and the sabbath, to 
services and scenes in which the 
Church and her official representatives 
did not participate? 

Such questions as these may seem 
to involve needless curiosity, or 
groundless anxiety, or a narrow and 
sectarian spirit, at variance with the 
simple, splendid and truly catholic 
enterprises of Christian benevolence. 
But the writer is not aware that either 
of the above causes has led to these 
observations. He believes that he 
is influenced by a sincere desire to 
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see the Christian religion in its purity 
make its way, and multiply its trophies 
through the world, and to see the 
best and utmost prosperity attend- 
ing all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ, under whatever names or 
forms they may worship him in sin- 
cerity and truth; and to see the Sun- 
day-school institutions acting as the 
nurseries of the church of God below, 
and the paradise of God above; to 
see all the operations of Christian be- 
nevolence, which we believe to be 
the legitimate offspring of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, in healthful and har- 
monious progress: conducted in the 
very spirit of the gospel, and spread- 
ing the Knowledge of the gospel, | 
and thus promoting peace on earth | 
and good will toward men. 

It is well known that when the 
doctrines of the Bible are left out of 
sight and neglected, they become un- 
popular among the nominal disciples 
of Christ, and are finally rejected. 
And in the same way, if the reasons 
and the advantages of a church organi- 
zation are concealed, it will soon be 
regarded as of little importance, and 
will be ultimately set aside. The 
more recent forms of Christian effort 
were not designed to supersede the 
division of Christians into different 
communions, nor the modes of wor- 
ship which severally they have adopt- 
ed, nor the modes of instruction and 
the ordinances of religion, which God 
himself has established and blessed. 
But if it is seen that these institutions 
of benevolence derive no advantage 
from the various Christian Churches 
and congregations, as such, it is quite 
natural to suppose, that the old asso- 
ciations of Christians will come to be 
regarded as fur less essential to the 
prosperity of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom in the earth, than has been com- 
monly imagined. ‘The Churches of 
Christ have slumbered for ages over 
the miseries of the world ; and now, 
while individuals are associating to 
relieve these miseries, the Churches, 
with here and there an exception, | 
are slumbering still, and have never | 
brought their collected energy to 








bear upon the hallowed work, to 
make it their own, and to act as 


ledge of God and the religion of 


the medium by which the know- | 
| 


i 
' 


—— 


the Bible are to be most successfully 
and extensively made known to men. 
Shall we sit down satisfied that the 
existing Churches of our country and 
of Christendom, are not organized to 


_extend the empire of righteousness 


| through the world, 


and that **the 


| principalities and powers in heavenly 
| places,’? must look somewhere else 








thanto “the church,” to learn ‘the 
manifold wisdom of God?’ Shall her 
ministers and officers and members 
fold their arms in indolent self- 
complacency, and leave others to do 
the work of God, and to fight his 
battles and feed his sheep? We may 
do this, but it will be at the expense 
of the prosperity of our beloved Zion; 
and in doing it we shall dishonour 
God’s own institutions ; and we shall 
leave other associations of believers to 
enjoy the tokens of God’s presence 
and approbation, which he will deny 
to his degenerate churches. 

We may indeed have something 
else, and something still worse to fear. 
The general decline of piety may be 
expected as the certain consequence 
of such a state of things as I have 
been supposing, and which may differ 
less from a state of things which now 
exists in some sections of the country, 
than we are prepared to imagine. 

Let the most pious and spiritual 
members of the church be with- 
drawn from the ordinary meetings 
and interests and sympathies of the 
church, and both will suffer. The 
former by losing their interest in 
those exercises, associations and ordi- 
nances, which God is wont to bless 
to the edification of believers. The 
latter by being deserted of her 
most efficient members, becomes fee- 
ble-handed, faint-hearted, and dis- 
couraged. The independent efforts 
of both will be comparatively feeble, 
and will often be to each other the 
most formidable impediment to suc- 
cess. Different systems of poljcy and 
of action, will lead to many other dif- 
ferences among the members of the 
church, and radical and incurable 
disunion may be the consequence. 
Then the spirit of God, whose symbol 
is a dove, grieved and dishonoured, 
will take his flight. The glory will 
depart from Israel, and her crumb- 
ling altars and deserted tabernacles, 
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and lifeless services, will remain the 
monuments of her former prosperity 
and glory, and her present degrada- 
tion! 

But let the Church engage in this 
form of benevolence with all the ta- 
lents and influence she can command. 
Let her gather the lambs in her arms, 
and cherish them on her bosom. Let 





her commit them to the instruction of | 


her most competent and pious teach- 
ers, and to the continual care and 
guardianship of the Great Shepherd 
of Isracl. Let her regard their ap- 

ropriate training among her most 
important and urgent duties. Let her 
evince her parental affection by re- 
specting her high parental trust. Let 
her make it apparent in all her servi- 
ces, her prayers, and the arrange- 
ments for the worship of the sanctua- 
ry—that their improvement and salva- 


tion are among the first subjects of her | 
Let her bring the whole | 
warmth of her most ardent piety, the | 


anxiety. 


weight of her influence, the tender- 


ness of her zeal for God, and love for | 


souls, in their most excited and efh- 


cient forms, to bear upon the system of | 


their Sabbath-school operations. Let 


her own deep and deliberate convic- | 


tion that they are by nature the chil- 


dren of wrath, and exposed every | 


moment to endless misery, be im- 
pressed upon their hearts. 
use all her institutions, and all her so- 


lemnities, to urge upon their minds | 


the duty of repentance towards God, 
and faith on our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let her convince them that the object 
of all her endeavours is to bring them 
to a knowledge of their guilt and mi- 
sery, and to save them from the 


wrath to come, and then the blessing | 


of God may be expected. The Church 
will have no reason to complain that 
her ranks have been deserted by those 
best able to bear the heatand burthen 
of the day; and the friends and con- 
ductors of Sabbath-schools will not 
be compelled to go alone and single 
handed to the work, and to leave the 
Church behind. 
left to perform their task under those 
disadvantages which must 
weaken their hands and cramp their 
operations. And the subjects of Sab- 
bath-school instruction will rise up 
under the Church’s fostering care, and 


Let her | 


They will not be | 


it may be expected that they will re- 
member her kindnesses with filial 
affection; and they will sustain her 
institutions, which are associated with 
their purest earthly joys, and their 
highest immortal hopes. 

When the ministers, and members, 


| and officers of the church feel such an 


interest, and take such an oversight, 
and afford such a co-operation as the 
cause of Sabbath-schools deserves and 
demands, they will not only do much 
to promote vital godliness in the 
Church, and thus give a new and vi- 


| gorous and salutary impulse to all the 











institutions of benevolence—but they 
will effect much in the way of im- 
proving and perfecting the system of 
instruction, and of securing those re- 
sults which the system promises, and 
which its friends and patrons antici- 
pate. 

The memberg of our churches 
and congregations ought to know 
those to whom they intrust the in- 
struction of their children. The 
teachers in our Sabbath-schools are en- 
gaged in a work, and with very many 
facilities for performing it, which 
makes the children peculiarly suscep- 
tible of impressions either good or 
bad, and which will probably leave 
their traces on the mind for ever. 
There has doubtless been too little 
importance attached to the duties, 
the qualifications, and the influence 
of the instructers of youth in general, 
and of the teachers of Sabbath- 
schools in particular, It is a matter 
of gratitude to God, that there has 
been, generally, so much of the spirit 
with the form of religion in the course 
of instruction, that the more irreli- 
gious and immoral have felt little in- 
clination to engage in it. And per- 
haps the fact that the institution has 
so generally been managed and sus- 
tained by the known and acknow- 
ledged friends of Zion, may have pre- 
vented all anxiety on the part of Pa- 
rents and Churches, and may have 
given countenance to the opinion 
which has so long and so widely pre- 


_ vailed, that their co-operation and pa- 


greatly | 


rental guardianship were not required. 
Under this impression they have ac- 
tually left the conductors of Sabbath- 


_ schools to go on alone, and often to 


encounter the apathy and inactivity 
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of the Church as the most serious ob- 
stacles to their success, and to appear 
to be labouring in an enterprise which 
the Church regarded with indiffer- 
ence, and perhaps with disapproba- 
tion. 

Every truly pious and intelligent 
Sabbath-school teacher, will desire to 
act under the inspection, as well as 
with the entire and cordial approba- 
tion of the parents, whose children he 
instructs, and of the minister in whose 
congregation he labours, and whose 
humble auxiliary he desires to be in 
gathering and feeding the lambs of the 
flock of Christ. So far from consi- 
dering such inspection an interference, 
or such co-operation an indication of a 
want of confidence, those teachers 
who are every way best qualified for 
the work, will feel their hearts cheered 
and their hands greatly strengthened 
by it. It will encourage them in all 
their endeavours to teach their chil- 
dren ‘‘the fear of the Lerd,” and it 
willstimulate them to greater diligence 
in qualifying themselves for the work, 
and will animate their supplications 
for the blessing of God upon their ef- 
forts. 

The work of training up the rising 
generation in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, without interfering 
with parental and individual obliga- 
tion, or in any way diminishing the 
mighty sum of it, is the duty of the 
Church, the whole Church of Christ; 
nor can she transfer her solemn respon- 
sibility to other hands—to neglect her 
duty and to leave her work: to others, 
willl be to betray her trust, thin her 
ranks, cloud her glories, dry up the 
stream of her richest mercies, and call 
down the displeasure of her insulted 
Lord. 





SALUTARY DOUBTS EXPRESSED. 

It is not a little singular that the 
(London) Sunday School Teachers’ 
Magazine for February, reccived af- 
ter our 4pril number had gone to 
press, contains a train of thought res- 
pecting the Sunday-school institution 
in Great Britain, very similar in its 
character to that which we presented 
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to our readers in that number, in re- | 


| its friends should have been 


— 
gard to the same subject, here. Such 
is the difference in the circumstances 
of the two publications, and perhaps 
too, in the relative condition of our 
schools, that more plainness of speech 
is pardonable in us than might seem 
safe to our foreign brethren. We 
trust the suggestions from either 
source will be so far considered as to 
excite inquiry and examination, and 
this will be doing the cause some ser- 
vice. 


The correspondent of the London 
Journal says— 


“Tl am exceedingly desirous of see- 
ing in your pages, a fair and temper- 
ate discussion of the merits of the 
whole system of instruction pursued 
in our Sabbath-schools, and I doubt 
not but you will freely afford room for 
such an inquiry, supposing it to be 
conducted in a Christian spirit, and 
with a simple desire to elicit truth. 
It is to be hoped, that we have all 
seen the folly of idolizing any insti- 
tution however powerful or efficient ; 
and, on the other hand, are prepared 
to make due allowance for the many 
defects which necessarily cling to 
every thing human. Still I cannot 
help fearing that the Sunday-school 
system of England has been with 
many an object of idolatry. It had 
such a simple and Christian origin, its 
progress was so rapid and irresistible, 
and, notwithstanding all its defects, 
its results have been so blessed, that 
it can scarcely excite surprise, that 
more 
willing to look with complacency on 
its excellencies than to examine its 
errors. ‘The character of its agency, 
—the youth of the Church, its rising 
strength; the nature of their labours, 
—purely voluntary, labours of love ; 
their general consistency and useful- 
ness: all these things have had a ten- 
dency to cast an air of unkindness 
about any attempt to find fault with 
labours so disinterestedly performed. 
But who will undertake to say that it 


: 3 ? | 
| is therefore less dangerous to indulg 
| in complacency, or less needful to 


watch with a keen but Christian eye 
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over those rising errors which con- 
tinually entwine themselves around 
every thing earthly’ 

** The London Sunday School Union 


has long enjoyeda large share ofpublic | 
It has been the means of | 


confidence. 
uniting the energies of scattered 





thousands; it has bound together va- | 


rious denominations by the cords of 
love; it has given to them all a com- 
mon object, while it has rendered to 
all common aid, and from my heart I 
wish it growing strength and increas- 
ing prosperity; but I do not think it 
has yet taken that high stand in the 
Christian world which belongs to such 
an institution, 
pardon me if I say they ought long 
ago to have presented to their con- 
stituents a well-digested plan for giv- 
ing greater efficiency to religious in- 
struction, founded not on theoretical 
speculations, but the fruit of a tho- 
rough investigation into all the plans 
now adopted in various parts of Chris- 
tendom, viewed in reference to their 
adaptation for our own times and pe- 
culiar circumstances.” 





MARY SCOTT AND HER TEACHER. 

The beautiful engraving which we 
have had copied and prefixed to the 
present number of the Magazine, ap- 
pears as the frontispiece to an Eng- 
lish 18mo. of 72 pages, entitled 
** Mary Scott; or the Legend of a 
Sabbath School—being the Reminis- 
cences of an obscure Teacher.”? The 
engraving itself is full of deep interest, 
and it speaks a language which a true 
Sunday-school Teacher can understand 
and feel. 

The poem, which we believe, is 
strictly a narrative of truth, shows us 
the simple, intelligent, lovely child, 
trained up under the blessed influ- 
ence of religion in a Sunday-school, 
Her teacher remembered her in all 
the progress of her Sabbath-school 
pupilage; and was delighted to find 
her, on a particular occasion, sitting 
in solitude and seclusion, reviewing 








Its committee will | 














the scenes and recalling the instruc- 
tions of past Sabbaths, and dwelling 
on them 

‘ull in her eye there stood 

The trembling tear of love and gratitude. 

So delightful and impressive was 
the incident, that she has succeeded 
in giving us all but a living and breath- 
ing sketch of it; and it is not among 
the least interesting circumstances, 
that the design and engraving are 
both from the teacher’s hand. 

Mary’s temperament was melan- 
cholic; and a sweet, childish, yet sad 
abstraction, is well indicated by the 
attitude and appearance which are 
given to her. 

There is something touching in the 
story of her death.—She was sent to 
get water from a neighbouring brook; 
her unusual absence alarmed her fa- 
ther, who went in search of her. 

“ The broken pitcher on the bank he found— 
Short is the tale—his darling child was drown’d; 
There still is seen a rude and shapeless stone, 
Worn by the water and with moss o’ergrown, 
Which marks the place from which his Mary 
But how - ‘happen’d, none could ever tell.” 

We have given, in the following 
extracts, the most valuable portion of 
this little work. 


Down in the bosom of yon peaceful vale, 

Where the meek ring-dove tells her evening 
tale ; 

There, where yon willows, bending, meet the 
pool, 

There, still is seen the humble Village-school. 

Blest be the place where first my dawning 
mind 

Began, in knowledge some delight to find— 

For there, upon returning Sa>dbath-days, 

The children came to hymn their Maker's 
praise. 

Oft have I seen them on the Sabbath morn ; 

In happier years which now are past and 
gone ; 

And oft my heart rejoiced, when I have seen 

Group after group come tripping o’er the 
green, 


| With smiling faces and in simple dress, 


| Pictures of health and rural happiness. 
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Oft in my heart I’ve ask’d for heavenly aid, 

And looking on them—for their welfare 
prayed: 

For well I knew my proffered help was vain, 

Unless He blest it, who for man was slain; 

As he who scatters o’er the yielding earth, 

The teeming seed can never give it birth ; 

The sun must shine, the heavenly rain de- 
scend, 

While man in patience waits the certain end. 

Through yonder wood, one eve, returning late, 

What time the turtle sooth’d her listening 
mate, 

I heard a sound—— 

So faintly sweet the notes were borne along, 


They were half lost the trembling leaves 
among. 

Peace reigned around ; and through my mind 
infused 


Its deep-ton’d feeling as I strayed and mus‘d. 

Till having reached an open woodland plain, 

The voice I heard before, burst forth again. 

*Twas not the night-bird’s soft complaining 
tone, 

But a sweet girl sat singing, all alone. 

The voice was one I thought I almost knew ; 

And when, in silence, near the place I drew, 

I saw her sitting by the open door 

Of a lone hut, unmark’d by me before ; 

O’erlook’d by fir-trees and a lofty vine, 

And girded by field-roses and wild thyme ; 

While every herb that scents the pearly air, 

Grew wildly sweet in rich abundance there. 

’'Twas Mary Scott.—In years now past and 
gone 

She was my pupil on the Sabbath morn. 

Now here she liv’d secluded ;—and supplied 

Her mother’s place, who just befure had died. 

Too meek she seein’d to stay with men below; 

Too fair, to strive for years, with earthly woe : 

A lovely spirit for a season given, 

To bless the world and then return to heaven. 

So have I seen, upon a summer's day, 

A little cloud melt, silently, away ;— 

Far o’er the world in seas of heavenly hue, 

Gilt by the sun it sailed awhile in view, 

Until at last it reach’d an unknown height, 

And, mingling with the skies, was lost to mor- 
tal sight. 

Mary, the moments that were spent with thee, 

Are, of the past, dearest of all to me. 

They seem’d to bear upon their little wings 

Burdens of blessings from the King of kings ; 

Who smiled upon us when His face we sought, 

1, in instructing—thou, in being taught. 

Happy the man who ends his peaceful days, 

No mark for envy, nor the foo) of praise ; 

In blessing others he himself is biest ; 

He toils on earth, but looks for endless rest ; 

Follows his Saviour, who on earth, intent 

On doing good, strew’d knowledge where He 
went. 

Go on, and faint not. Your reward is sure— 

God's word is firm, His promises secure— 

The Pastor, and the Sabbath Teacher too, 

When they the labour of their love review, 

















, To meet their Saviour in the flaming skies; 


ap tem caters 


Shall lay their hands upon their hearts and 
say, 

“ Blest times were those which on the sacred 
day, 

“ We spent for God; and in the ear of youth 

“ Whisper'd the words of everlasting truth :-— ) 

* Truth which they'll feel when ages shall have 
fled, 

“ And the archangel’s blast awakes the dead ; 

When he shall stand upon the sea and shore, 

And loud proclaim that ‘time shall be no 

more.’ ”* 

Then from the tomb 

arise 


° 


‘ 


these labourers shall 


And while they hear, as they his face behold, 

His angels praise Him with their harps of 
gold ; 

Some blessed spirits with the heavenly throng, 

Mingling their voices in the glorious song, 

Shall hail their Teachers and their guides on 
earth, 

Who early made them feel a Saviour’s worth. 

While they, enraptur’d to behold again, 

Those whom perhaps they thought were taught 
in vain,— 

Shall hear with wonder how some line or word, 

By their young pupil either read or heard, 

Proved the good seed, which cast into the 
ground, 

Takes root where’er a kindly soil is found.— 


‘There still is seen a rude and moss-grown 
stone, 

By all unnotie’d, and to most unknown. 

*Tis near the school where Mary first was 
taught— 

To read of Christ, whom 
sought. 

It marks the silent mansion, where they laid 

All that can perish of the wood-land maid. 

I know the spot, and have myself oft gone 

To drop a tear there, on a summer’s morn ; 

The infant tree beside her grave hath grown, 

And these few lines are graven on the stone. 


not 


in vain she 


Pilgrim! pause, whoe’er thou art— 
On Mary’s lowly tom! 
Think of thy soul—nor hence depart 
‘Till thou communest with thine heart 
Upon thy future doom, 


She who so sweetly sleeps in silence here, 

Beyond the grave had no sad change to fear ; 

She worships now around the eternal throne, 

And by angelic voices tunes her own: 

Wouldst thou in that blest song and worship 
share, 

Seck Him who reigns in light and glory there. 


Mary, farewell! in Heaven thou reignest 
now, 
And a bright crown adorns thy radiant brow ; 
Ten thousand tales of wonder, love, and joy, 
In yon blest world, thy blissful hours employ; 
While to a golden harp you sweetly sing, 
The untold glory of your heavenly King. 
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LESSON SYSTEM OF TEACHING THE 
SCRIPTURES. 


1. The End and Essence of Sabbath- 
school Teaching and Family Religious 
Instruction—in which the present de- 
fects in communicating religious 
knowledge to the young are investi- 
gated ; and the lesson system of teach- 
ing the Scriptures is fully developed. 
** | had rather speak five words with 
My UNDERSTANDING, that by my voice 
I might teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in an unknown 
tongue.” 1 Cor. xiv. 19. Second 
edition; greatly enlarged ; Edinburgh 
—James Gall—Scottish Sabbath- 
School Tract Depository. 8vo. pp. 
180. 


2. The First step in Teaching Chil- 
dren to read according to the lesson sys- 
tem of education. Fifth edition. 18mo. 


pp. 38. 
3. A Key to the same. 
tion. 18mo. pp. 330. 


4. First Initiatory Catechism: with 
an Introduction to Prayer—for young 
Children. + sionstiseh. edition. 32mo. 


pp. 14. 

5. The Second Initiatory Catechism 
on the lesson system of teaching, in- 
tended as an easy introduction wher: 
ing the Shorter Catechism,  Fifty- 
fourth edition. 18mo. pp. 12. 


6. The same works with Proofs ; by 
which the doctrines are separated and 
proved from Scripture, and the second 
series of exercises in the Key are easily 
accomplished by the pupils. 18mo. pp. 
36. 

7. A Key to the Second Initiatory 
Catechism, with an introduction ex- 
planatory of the lesson system of teach- 
ing, and with directions for using the 
Key. Thirteenth edition—revised and 
greatly enlarged. 12mo. pp. 212. 

8. The New Proof Catechism, in 
which the Doctrines taught in the 
Shorter Catechism are separately stated 
and proved from Scripture. 18mo. pp. 
38. 

9. 4 Key to the same, by the same 
author. 18mo, pp. 202. 

10. The One Hundred and Fifty Doe- 
trines taught in the Initiatory Cate- 
chism, proved from Scripture, intended 
to exercise and assist children in prov- 


Second edi- 














ing doctrines. Eighth edition. 12mo, 


pp. 12. 

11. An Easy Introduction to the Help 
to the Gospels, exhibiting a practical 
illustration of the lesson system of com- 
municating religious knowledge; with 
an Appendix, containing an original 
Hymn on each subject of each section. 
Second edition. 12mo. pp. 150. 


12. A Help to the Gospels: contain- 
ing a Summary, Exercises, Illustra- 
tions and practical lessons-- from the his- 
tory and miracles contained in the four 
Gospels, divided into fifty-four sections, 
to correspond with the harmony tickets 
used in families and Sabbath-schools. 
Ninth edition. 18mo. pp. 274. 


According to an intimation in our 
March number, we proceed to give 
some account of the ‘* Lesson System 
of Teaching the Scriptures.” That 
the success of it has been extraordi- 
nary, the articles in former numbers 
of this Magazine sufficiently prove.* 
And the importance of it, at least in 
the author’s view, may well be in- 
ferred, from the long catalogue of his 
labours to introduce, explain and il- 
lustrate it, which we have just pre- 
sented to the reader. 

Some of the general views of the 
author on the subject of Christian 
Education, were published in the 
Magazine before our connexion with 
it.t They were extracted from the 
first of the above series of works, and 
are certainly very rational and impor- 
tant, and give the author a strong 
claim to the attention of parents and 
Sunday-school teachers. 

In order to give the reader an in- 
telligent view of the whole plan of 
instruction, we must resort to an il- 
lustrative exercise. 





* Vol. VI. p. 315. Vol. VII. p. 81. 
+ Dec. 1828, and Jan. and Feb. 
1829. 
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Suppose the subject of the lesson 
to be the following: 

BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR 
THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY.— Matt. v. 


~~ 


ie 


I. The first step is what is called 
the ‘**cCATECHETICAL EXERCISE” on 


the words. This is merely verbal, 


and is designed to show the relation | 


of each important word to the rest of 
the sentence. In the above phrase, 
‘¢ Catechetical exercise,” there would 
be two questions: 

&). ** What is catechetical’” 

A. * The exercise.” 

Q. ‘What is the exercise?” 

A. ** Catechetical.” 

The questions on the exercise would 
be— 

Who are blessed ? 

What are the merciful? 

What shall they obtain? 

What are the merciful said to be? 

Why are the merciful blessed? 

‘‘These and similar questions,” 
says the author, ‘*to which the child 
himself must find answers, have the 
effect of throwing him back upon his 
own mind, for the purpose of search- 
ing, contrasting, and combining the 
words he has repeated, in order to 
prepare the answer:” thus strength 
and energy are given to the mind, and 
the precise relations of the parts of 
the sentence to each other, are ascer- 
tained, 

The second step in the system as it 
is applied to Catechisms, is termed the 
‘‘ NUMERICAL EXERCISE.” It requires 
the child to distinguish the different 
things or persons mentioned. For ex- 
ample:—In the sentence given above, 
two things are asserted respecting the 
merciful.—1. That they are blessed. 
2. That they shall obtain mercy. 

Vor. VII.—18 














———— 


The specimens of this exercise in Mr. 
Gall’s books and in his treatise on the 
subject, are, to our minds, very un- 
satisfactory, and would inevitably tend 
to confuse and mislead the teacher 
and pupil. In the Key to the Initia- 
tory Catechism, this sentence occurs : 
‘God made our first parents, Adam 
and Eve, holy and happy.” The nu- 
merical exercise asks—‘“ How many 
things are here mentioned as having 
been done by God?” .#. ‘One. He 
made our first parents holy and hap- 
py.” Now we should have said, 
“‘three—1. He made our first pa- 
rents; 2. He made them holy; and 
3, He made them happy,” and a di- 
vision a8 minute as this would not be 
so fanciful as many of Mr. Gall’s. 


The third step seranates the doc- 
trines or truths of the passage, from 
each other, and from the sentence in 
which they are found. For example:— 
** Twas made of dust by the great God, 
who, in the beginning, for his own glory, 
made all things of nothing, and very 
good.” says our author, 
‘“‘are five distinct doctrines or truths, 
which the children should first be 
taught to separate, and then proceed 
to prove. The children, by a little 
training, will soon be able to separate 
these doctrines. Thus, “we are all 
made of dust; we are all made by God, 
God in the beginning made all things, 
all things were made of nothing; (God 
made all things for his own glory;) 
and God made all things very good.” 
If the child experiences difficulty at 
first, lead him forward by simple ques- 
tions. For example:—‘** Teacher. How 
many distinct doctrines or truths, 
are contained in the words, ‘I was 
made?” ** Scholar. One.” Teacher. 
How many are contained in the words, 


“Here,” 
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‘I was made of dust?” ‘* Scholar. 
Two. 1. I was made, (which needs no 
proof,) and 2. I was made of dust.” 
“© Teacher. How many doctrines or 
truths, are contained in the words, ‘I 
was made of dust by the great God?’ ” 
‘* Scholar. Three. 1. 1 was made; 2. 
I was made of dust; and 3. I was made 
by God,” &e. 

2. The second step in the system, 
as applicable to general use, and the 
fourth in Mr. G’s. plan, is termed the 
‘* EXPLANATORY EXERCISE.” This con- 
sists in the explanation of such terms 
as need it. It is found better that this 
exercise should follow, and not precede 
the catechetical exercise. 

What does ‘*merciful’’ mean. 1. To 
forgive injuries; and 2. To relieve the 
distressed. 

1. Illustrations of the first meaning, 
viz. to forgive injuries: —When David 
could have killed Sau/ he forgave him. 

Who forgave Saul when he might 
have killed him? 

What could David have done to 
Saul ? 

What did David do to Saul ? 

Whom did David forgive? 

Then what was David? ns. Mer- 
ciful. 

Christ prayed for the forgiveness of 
his enemies:—- 

Who prayed for the forgiveness of 
his enemies’ 

For what did Christ pray’ &c. (As 
before. ) 

2. Illustrations of the second mean- 
ing, viz. to relieve distress:—Joseph 
relieved his brethren in their distress. 

Who relieved his brethren? 

What did Joseph do? &c. 

The good Samaritan relieved the 
man in distress. (Questions as be- 
fore.) 

















people that were hungry. (Questions 
as before. ) 

The same course would be pursued 
in seeking explanations of the words, 
** obtain” and “* mercy.” 

An important suggestion may be 
considered in this stage of our pro- 
gress, viz. the danger of taking too 
much for granted, and of thinking that 
because certain words and phrases are 
quite familiar to the teacher himself, 
they are so to the child also. This is, in- 
deed, a common error. The words, 
disciple, master, glorify, praise, honour, 
serve, imitate, reflect, meditate, king- 


| dom, will, ordinance, penalty, law, 


statute, transgression, iniquity, re- 
pentance, and ten thousand others of 
daily occurrence, and exceedingly 
common in Sunday-schools and reli- 
gious services, are utterly misappre- 
hended in their meaning and applica- 
tion, by a majority of children in Sun- 
day-schools, and of adults in Christian 
congregations. And besides, the chil- 
dren will never be harmed by giving 
explanations in their own language. 
For even if they are familiar with the 
meaning, as Mr. G. remarks, the ha- 
bit of defining or explaining, is an in- 
valuable one. 

The fifth step in Mr. G’s. plan is, 
PROVING THF DOCTRINES, OR TRUTHS, 
which have been separated in the 
manner described under the ¢hird par- 
ticular, from the Bible. For example, 
‘*] was made of dust.” The first of 
the two truths in this sentence, (I was 
made, ) is self-evident. Proof of the 
second, (1 was made of dust, ) Gen. iii. 
19. Dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return. Gen. xviii. 27. Be- 
hold now I have undertaken to speak 
unto the Lord, which am but dust and 


| ashes. Psalm cili. 14. For he know- 
Christ, by a miracle, relieved the (| 


eth our frame; he remembereth that 
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we are dust. 
prove all the truths contained in the 
sentence, and separated as before di- 
rected. 

3. The DRAWING OF LESSONS, OF, 
¢*Jessons from the doctrines,”’ is the 
third general topic, and the sixth step 
in Mr. G.’s process. There is some- 
thing very unnatural and forced, how- 
ever, in his application of it, though 
the exercise itself, is very proper and 
useful. The truth, that God promised 
eternal life to 4dam and Eve, if they 


were obedient, and threatened them | 


with death if they disobeyed, must be 
very much strained to teach us to ** be 
kind and condescending to our infe- 
riors and dependents;” and yet this is 
one of Mr. G.’s inferred lessons. 

His errors may, however, be avoid- 
ed. For example: What lesson do we 
learn from the exercise under consi- 
deration:— 

1. To show mercy, by forgiving in- 
juries. 


2. To show mercy, by relieving the | 


distressed. 
3. That the merciful are blessed; 


or, as a very intelligent child would | 


answer, without all this parade of di- 


vision, ** We learn that those who are | 
merciful in forgiving injuries and re- 


lieving distresses, will obtain mercy.” 

To determine whether these an- 
swers are given understandingly, the 
child should be questioned on each les- 
son separately, and should be required 


to show how the lesson is taught by | 


the passage. 

4. Next comes the “arpLicaTION OF 
THE LEssons.’’ This is a most im- 
portant feature of the system. In this, 
however, Mr. G.’s illustrations are un- 
happy, and do not fairly show the 
value of his scheme. It is much better 


exhibited in the exercise, which was 


And thus proceed to 








} 


| 


| 


| here, if we mistake 














| 
| 


| 
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selected by the society of the East 
London Sunday-School Union, for the 
purpose of testing its merits, and 
which we have transcribed for our 
illustration. 


1. Ifa person injures you, and you 
get him in your power, what should 
you do? Forgive him. 

Where do you get that lesson from? 
From David, who forgave Saul.—From 
the Lord, who forgave the unmerciful 
servant.(Qu.)—From Jesus Christ,who 
prayed for his enemies, ‘* Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what 
they do.” 


2. If you know of a person in distress 
what should you do’ Relieve him, if 
in my power. 

From what do you learn that les- 
son? From the conduct of Joseph; the 


good Samaritan; and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


3. If you do these kind actions 
what will they prove’? That we are 
blessed. 


A variety of questions might be ask- 
ed on this part of the exercise, to ascer- 
tain the precise degree of intelligence 
with which the meaning and relation 
of terms is apprehended by the pupil. 


We have said, that this is a most im- 
portant feature of the system. Itisa 
department of instruction, which em- 
braces more completely than any 
other, both the intellectual and religi- 
ous education of the children. It is 
here that the interesting question is 
settled, whether the truth taught is 
understood, felt, and applied; and it is 
not, that the 
Sunday-school child is ordinarily left 
to himself; or, if an application of 


| truth is attempted, it is in such lan- 


guage, or in such a form, as to be 
worse than useless. But such a course 
of instruction as is here marked out, 
when discreetly and faithfully pur- 
sued, never has, and never can fail to 
succeed; and our author is not extra. 
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vagant in his commendation of it, 
when he says, 


What may not be expected when a 


parish, a district, or even a family, are | 
thus taught! If two or three verses of | 
Scripture, by one day’s teaching be | 


capable of supplying toa child’s imind 
80 many practical lessons for the di- 
rection of his faith and practice;—if 
by a certain mode of revising these 
they shall be so permanently fixed on 
the memory, and so orderly arranged 
in the mind, as to be ready to ap- 
pear with their direction and advice 
on every suitable occasion;—what may 
not ministers, or teachers, or parents, 
hope to see realized by three, six, or 
ten years similar tuition? Every step 
which is made in this manner Is a sure 
one. Stop when a teacher will, what 
he has done previously cannot be lost; 


and if he shall persevere, the value of 


the effects likely to be produced are 
incalculable. The minds of the chil- 
dren will be weekly adding to their 
stores of divine truth, and becoming 
more and more familiar with various 
facts and circumstances in the history 
of our Lord and his apostles; of the 
patriarchs and the prophets, and the 
good and holy men in every age of the 
church. ‘The varied history of these 
individuals, and the diversified cir- 
cumstances in which they were called 
to act, secn through this new practical 
medium, and associated in harmonious 
arrangement, will present, for almost 
every occasion in life, a parallel or a 
contrast, an example or a warning. 
Each of these will, in its turn, lodge 
its respective lesson, new modelled 





and familiarized by being adapted to | 
the personal, domestic, or local cir- | 


cumstances of the learner. One lesson 
will suggest a reason for thankfulness; 
and the heart unburdens itself accord- 
ingly :—another points out a neglect, 
a deficiency, an error in ourselves; 
and the soul pours out its regrets and 
confessions with humility and shame :— 


by another, the eyes are opened to the | 


danger of our state, by another, to the 


boundless extent of our wants; and | 


the whole soul, alive to its condition, 
breathes out its petitions and requests 


with groanings whicl cannot be utter- | 


ed. Every lesson suggests a new 
want or a new plea, and thus multi- 








plies the messages, and familiarizes 
the soul in seeking, with ease, desire, 
and pleasure, to walk in the way to 
the throne of grace. 

In this manner, the action, and re. 
action cf the child’s Scripture-teaching, 
and his daily duties and habits, will 
unceasingly tend to revive, tostrengthi- 
en, and to perpetuate each other. 
Almost every circumstance indeed 
which could occur would find its 
counterpart, and every duty to which 
the child was called would find its 
source in the Bible. In this man- 


ner, the measuring and estimating of 


every thing by the standard of the 
word of God settles down to a habit; 
while the constant recurrence of this 
mode of thinking, will tend still more 
to rivet upon the mind, and render 
more and more familiar, those passages 
of holy writ formerly studied, with all 
their varied suggestions and practical 
lessons. 

These early habits of observation and 
reflection, together with that growing 
strength and energy of mind conse- 
quent upon its exercise, will prepare 


_ arich intellectual repast for the person 
in every stage of his future life. The 


thirst for improvement, though de- 


_ rived principally from Scripture as the 


fountain-head of truth, will not always 


_ be confined to its sacred pages;—but, 


without forgetting or neglecting these, 
it will soon be induced to take a wider 


range in collecting from every source, 


all the acquirable elements of moral 
and intelectual good. Every page of 
every auihor will be unlocked by this 
master-key of the mind; and the indi- 
vidual will be enabled to draw instruc 

tion and pleasure from what superficial 
minds can neither penetrate nor 
enjoy; and this mode of practical 
reading, will soon, we have little 
doubt, without trouble or effort, be- 
come both pleasant and easy. Nay, 
more, even books themselves will not 
be uble to give sufficient scope to this 
bee-hke propensity of searching for 
moral and intellectual sweets. The 
transactions of ordinary life will soon 
be laid hold of and taxed for the same 
purpose. Every thing in nature,— 
every dispensation in providence,— 
every occurrence in life, whether 
prosperous or adverse, —will be seized 


and examined; while the enlightened 
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and discriminating eye of this habitual | 


searcher after truth, will be able to 
discern and extract all the hidden 
treasures which they contain, trace 
them to their source, mark their pre- 
sent effects and their future conse- 
quences, and thus store up all those 
practical lessons which they are calcu- 
lated to teach. The wisdom and the 
goodness of the Almighty will now be 
discerned in every thing; and it will 
be his daily delight to ‘*seek them 
out,” because he **takes pleasure in 
them.” Every event will now bring 
into the soul stores of useful and pious 
reflections, which will necessarily give 
rise to corresponding resolutions, 
anticipations, or hopes; and even 
those very circumstances in _ life, 
from which the worldly man can ex- 
tract nothing but poison and death, 
will, to the enlightened and sanctified 
mind of the Christian thus trained, 
yield in rich abundance the delicious 
supplies of peace and joy. 

5. The turning of the subject into 
prayer; or, as Mr. G. terms it, ‘* devo- 
tional exercise from the answer,” 
forms the fifth general and the eighth 
particular division of the course, 
and a devotional exercise from the 
LESSONS, as drawn out under article 
third, makes Mr. G’s. ninth step. 

In this exercise it is designed, that 
the child should throw the sentiment 
of the lesson or subject, into a form of 
prayer. For example :—“ May we 
show mercy by forgiving injuries and 
by relieving the distressed. Forgive 
us Our trespasses as we forgive those 
that trespass against us; and so, by be- 
ing merciful, may we obtain mercy.” 

We are persuaded that this part of 


the system can be adopted but to a | 


very limited extent, and by very few 


teachers, advantageously, It might 


easily be misused, and this would be | 


positively injurious. 

In the application of his system to a 
particular catechism, Mr. G. concludes 
his series by another division. This 


is the tenth, and consists in a para- 
phrase of the answer or verse which 
is repeated. In the paraphrase, the 
definitions or explanations are tncor- 
porated with the answer. Thus— 

‘* Blessed are (they that forgive in- 
juries and relieve the distressed) for 
they shall obtain mercy.” 


Thus we have given a fair, and as 


‘it is believed, a complete specimen of 


this new system of teaching. . The 
principle is new, however, only inthe 
manner and extent of its application, 


and in the methodical division and ar- 


rangement of the subjects to which it 
is applied. 

There is not a single object to be 
gained by the use of this method of 
teaching, which is too distant and ele- 
vated for any Sunday-school teacher’s 
aim and attainment. For the whole 
system resolves itself into these simple 
principles. The child must under- 
stand 1. The use and connexion of 
words (by the catechetical exercises. ) 
2. The meaning of words (by the ex- 
planatory exercise.) 3. The doc- 
trines and duties taught (by the draw- 
ing of lessons;) and 4. The influ- 
ence whicha knowledge of these doc- 
trines and duties should exert over us 
in all the relations and circumstan- 
ces of life, (by the application of the 
lessons.) Or, to simplify the mat- 
ter still more, it requires only that the 
child should understand the lesson and 
apply it to the heart; and, in our ap- 
prehension, no teacher can be consi 
dered faithful or skilful, who loses 
sight of either of these principles in 
his weekly labours. 

These being the peculiar features 
of this plan, its advantages are obvious 
—and the extent to which it may gene- 
rally be adopted in our Sunday-schools 
is easily discerned. In the proper 
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and faithful execution of it (setting 
aside the most objectionable, and, as 
it well happens, the least essential of 
its details) we shall find it radically 
moving and bringing into exercise all 
the faculties of the mind in an even 
and orderly manner. The understand- 
ing is opened and prepared to receive 
and lay hold of truth; and the subse- 
quent process of examination affords 
a safe test by which to determine 
whether the truth is really received 
and rightly understood. 

The words by which ideas are ex- 
pressed, are separated, at first, from 
the ideas themselves, and all become 
subjects of distinct examination. Every 
word is to be understood by itself— 
then the manner and effect of the con- 
nexion of words; and finally, their 
force, virtue, and application, when 
the connexion is formed. Such teach- 
ing furnishes a child with religious 
knowledge for preseNT use; and it 
should never be forgotten that the in- 
fluence of all the essential truths of 
the Bible is needed; not less needed, 
nor less transforming in the little 
world which children inhabit, than 
among those who are old enough to 
have put away childish things. Reli- 
gion, with all its commanding motives 
and high sanctions, is needed now, 
every hour, by all the children of 
our Sunday-schools. Anger, ambi- 
tion, avarice, pride, envy, strife, de- 
bate, jealousy, falsehood, and de- 
ceit, distort the countenance, de- 
press the spirits, irritate the temper, 
interrupt the pursuits, blast the en- 
joyments, and break the friendships 
of earliest childhood. And no one 
who has observed the daily intercourse 
of children in families or schools, can 
doubt that they need now all the 
sanctifying and purifying influence 








which religion, in its divinest form, can 
be expected to exert upon their in- 
tercourse in riper years. But this is a 
subject by itself and we must leave it. 

Mr. Gall’s system, in its best parts, 
may be applied to any portion of 
Scripture; and, if generally adopted 
by our teachers, would give a charac- 
ter and interest to our schools which 
they can never be expected to possess 
with our present mode of proceeding. 
It will not do, however, for a teacher 
who is unable to follow out this plan 
in every given case, to infer that the 
fault is always with himself; for there 
are many passages and subjects to 
which it is altogether inapplicable. 

We shall now give the reader, in a 
very concise form, an idea of the cha- 
racter and object of the several works 
of which we have given a catalogue at 
the commencement of our remarks. 
And the principal object of giving 
such a catalogue, as well as of this par- 
ticular reference to each book, is, that 
the reader may form his own opinion 
of their size, design, and utility, in 
the different Stages of instruction. 

(1.) In the first work, the author, 
in a very plain and faithful manner, 
exhibits the evils and defects in the 
existing systems of religious educa- 
tion; and attempts to show the ade- 
quacy of his plan to remedy the evils 
and supply the defects. If the sub- 
stance of this treatise should not be 
published in a permanent form by the 
society, the most important of its sug- 
gestions will be given to our readers 
as opportunity offers. 

(2&3.) The ‘‘ first step’? gives 
us, in ten lines, the history of Noah 
and the flood; and in the remaining 
thirty sections, we have the rest of the 
Old Testament History, with two or 
three prominent questions on each 
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passage. But upon the heels of this un- 
pretending, and pean see | 
little book, comes a volume of 3 

pages, designed asa Key to its = | 
nutive companion. This Key opens 
to us ten departments—1. Old Testa- 
ment History; 2. A General and Con- 
necting Exercise; 3. Explanations and 


Illustrations; 4. Scripture References | 


and Proofs; 5. First lessons to be 
drawn; 6. Application of first lessons; 
7. Devotional Exercise on first lessons; 
8. Second lessons to be drawn; 9. Ap- 
plication of second lessons; and 10. 
Devotional exercise upon second les- 
sons. 

(4.) The first initiatory catechism 
has many good points about it. The 
teacher is left to form questions in 
each answer. And the author sup- 
poses that young persons, ten or 
twelve years old, may profitably use 
it, in instructing children who are not 
yet old enough to read. It is divided 
into seven sections. 1. End and de- 
sign of all things; 2. Fall of Man; 
3. Inability of man to help himself; 
4. Plan of Salvation by Christ; 5. 
Terms of Salvation; 6. Means of Grace; 
7. Last Judgment. 

The method of using this catechism, 
says the author, is simple. ‘If the 
child cannot read, itis made to repeat 
after the teacher the answer, which 
is perfect of itself.—Taking the first 
question as an example, the child will 
say, ‘God at first made all things of 
nothing.’ He may then be asked, 
‘Who made all things” ‘ When did 
God make all things” 
God make all things” 
God make” 


‘What did 
‘When did he make 


ing them, till the child can answer 
them distinctly. 


‘Of what did | 


| 











| 


| 
! 





| 
| 





} 
them” * What was made of nothing” | 
&c, varying the questions, and repeat- | 
| answers of the last, with the addition 


The same should be || of proofs—i.e. the doctrines taught 


done with all the others in their or- 
der.’ 

‘‘ The child should never be allow- 
ed to pass from a section, till it be 
well understood. When the whole 
has been got perfectly, but not till 
then, they should pass to the Second 
Initiatory Catechism.” 

To say nothing of the correctness or 


| phraseology of it, most of our teachers 


would find some labour necessary to 
form questions on the answer to ‘* Q, 
31. What does the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper represent? A. Receiv- 
ing bread and wine in the sacrament 
of the supper, represents the refresh- 
ment of our souls by the sufferings of 
Jesus Christ.” 

This little work contains, also, a se- 
ries of questions on prayer, with exer- 
cises. We think, neither the questions 
or exercises are simple enough, but 
still we know of nothing of the kind 
more simple. There are some simple 
principles connected with the duty, 
privilege, and form of prayer which 
children at an early age can under- 
stand and apply; but when, as in the 
catechism before us, very young chil- 
dren are taught to confess their sin in 
the strong language which David and 
Paul used—to recognize the precise 
design and efficacy of Christ’s suffer- 
ings and death, and how his obedience 


| makes the penitent believer righteous 


| before God—and to ask for saving 
faith, &c. &c. we are persuaded that 
more knowledge of divine things is 


necessary, before they will be profited 
by the exercise. 

(5.) The Second Initiatory Cate- 
chism contains simply questions and 
angwers. 

(6.) This contains the questions and 
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are separated by the pupil, and then 
proved by passages from scripture. 


7. The Key, &c. contains the ten di- | 


visions, sections, or exercises on Mr. 
G.’s plan, according to the specimen 


given on a previous page—applied to | 


the answers in the Catechism. 

(8 & 9.) The New Proof Catechism 
and its Key are described in their 
titles. The Key has been lately pub- 
lished in this country, and will be es- 
teemed a valuable help to those who 
teach the compendium with which it 
is connected. We give a single spe- 


cimen of its character. 


Q). 4. What is God? 
A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, 


and unchungeable, in his being, wis- | 


dom, power, holiness, justice, good- 
ness, and truth. 
EXERCISE. 


What Spirit is infinite, eternal, and un- 


and unchangeable? 
ing? What is God in his wisdom? &e. &e. 


Sect. 1. Of God's Spirituality, Infinity, Eter- 
nity, and Immutability. 


EXPLANATIONS. 


Spirit, Thinking being, without material sub- | 
° | the ** Introduction.’’ 


stance, or bodily parts. 

Infinite, Without bounds, or limits. 

Eternal, Who never had a beginning, and who 
shall never have an end. 

Unchangeable, Who never changes, but re- 
mains always the same. 


PARAPHRASE FORMED. 
God is a (thinking Being, without material 
substance, or bodily parts;)] [without bounds or 
limits;] [who never had a beginning, and who 


shall never have an end;] [who never changes, | 


but remains always the same,] in Ais being, 
oe. 


DOCTRINES SEPARATED AND PROV- 
ED. 

14. God is a Spirit—John iv. 24. God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth. 

15. God is infinite in his being and perfec- 
tions.—Job xi. 7. Canst thou by searching find 
out God? canst thou find out the Almighty 
unto perfection. 

16. God is eternal in his Being and perfec- 
tiens.—Psal. xe. 2. From everlasting to ever- 
lasting thou art God. 

17. Ged is unchangeable in his being and 
perfections.—Ma!. tii. 6 I am the Lord, I 
change not. 




















(10.) This is only a convenient 
manual, presenting by themselves the 
doctrines taught and attempted to be 


_ proved by the Second Initiatory Cate- 


chism. 
(11.) The design of this volume is 


_ to familiarize teachers with the mode 


of using the “ Help to the Gospels.’’ 


| Possessing the general features of the 


‘* Help,” it is less voluminous and com- 


_ plicated. The part of the verse in which 
| each particular doctrine is supposed to 
| be taught is given inthe “Jntroduction’’ 


—but not in the ‘‘ Help.”” The divi- 
sion or separation of the verse into its 


| component parts is done for him in 


the former; but in the latter, the 
teacher or pupil must do it for him- 
self. The narrative is omitted in the 
** Introduction,” and a reference made 


| to the passage by figures; the ex- 
changeable? In what is God infinite, eternal, | 
What is God in his be- | 
| than in the ‘* Help;” and the applica- 


ercises are less in length and number, 


tion of the lessons which must be 
made by the teacher in the use of the 
‘* Help,” are made by the author in 


(12.) This work has been repub- 
lished within a few months by the 


| American Sunday-School Union. But 
_ few teachers have yet availed them- 
| selves of its assistance; and, indeed, 


the almost universal indifference with 
which teachers seem to regard our 
publications, prepared solely for their 
benefit, increases our apprehension 
that they are unconscious of their need 
of help. 

We have thus finished a passing no- 
tice of Mr. Gall’s productions, and they 
certainly go far to prove that *‘ of mak- 
ing many books there isnoend.”” We 


have, however, taken much satisfac- 


tion in the examination of them, be- 
cause the principle which gives them 
all their peculiarity, is one which we 
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esteem as the grand, essential princi- 
ple of religious education—** Unper- 
STANDING AND APPLYING TRUTH.” 





MRS. JUDSON’S MEMOIRS FOR SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS. 


It is with great pleasure that we in- 
form our readers, that the Rev. James 
1). Know es, author of the interesting 
and popular Memoir of Mrs. Ann H. 
Jupson, is preparing an edition of that 
work for the merican Sunday-School 
Union. We know of no religious bi- 
ography of modern times, which has 
excited a deeper interest among reli- 
giously disposed persons, of every age 
and denomination. And we shall re- 
joice when our Sunday-school children | 
can become familiar with such an ex- 
ample of holy living and dying, as | 
Mrs. Judson’s Memoir presents. | 





REVIEW. | 
THE MORALS OF PLEASURE, | 
illustrated by Stories designed for Young Per- | 
sons. By a Lady. One vol. 12mo. pp. 156. | 
Carey, Lea & Carey. Philadelphia. 1829. | 
An incidental circumstance of re- | 

| 

cent occurrence, has impressed upon | 
us very deeply the importance of | 
more attention to the character of | 


Sunday-School Libraries. 


been surprised at the number of | 


We have 


books, not only of questionable and | 
objectionable character, but positively 
bad and corrupting, which have found 
their way into libraries formed with 
facilities for selection and discrimina- 
tion, which very few schools enjoy. 
Such specimens of indiscretion or 
oversight, lead us to fear that scarce- 
ly any book would be excluded from 
some libraries, unless its true charac- 
ter should be written on the title 
page, or unless its size or price should 
put it beyond reach. And they have 
determined us to notice, as far and as 
fast as practicable, every book which is 


Vou. VII—19 








7 


likely to fall into the hands of children 
and young persons; and we are per- 


| suaded that few subjects can be more 
| proper and important for our exami- 
| nation. 


| for young persons.”’ 


The work before us is ‘‘ designed 
This expression 


| first arrested our attention, as it will 


| a thought. 





| 
| 


| 
} 
j 


| 
i 


the attention of a multitude, who 
might otherwise pass over it without 


It is ** by a Lady,” and 


this, of itself, gives to stories for 


the young a peculiar attraction. It 
comes into the reading world from a 
well-Known and highly respectable 
press; and its size and price place it 
within the reach of Sunday-schools. A 
popular journal, in noticing its publica- 
tion, speaks of ‘*the deep and pure 
streams of virtue and piety’? which 
‘‘rush forth” from it, ** to cleanse the 
juvenile mind from the grosser impuri- 
ties of our nature, and prepare the 
young for lives of usefulness here and 
happiness fereafter,’—and ‘* advises 
the parents of young families to procure 
it?’ —** assuring them that it will have 
a tendency to render their offspring 
as sweet as innocent, as tnnocent as 
gay, as gay as happy.’’ Whata won- 
der-working book it must be! 

The journalist might have said, 


This little volume is written in a 


very interesting and lively manner. 
An effort is made to illustrate and en- 
force in some form of amusement, im- 
portant moral truth; and there is so 


' much nature and simplicity about it, 





| that it will be read with interest by 


those whose station in life has made 
them familiar with the scenes and pur- 
suits which it represents. It must, 
however, be an unprofitable book to 
the great mass of juvenile readers, if 
it were only on account of its style and 
manner; and it lacks entirely that sub- 
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stantial, improving, elevating charac- 
ter, which every book for young per- 
sons, at the present day, ought to 
bear.” And if he had said this, and 


no more, one of our inducements to | 


notice the book so particularly, would 
have been wanting; and we might, in- 
deed, have been disposed to coincide 
with him. 

But what is the book? In the first 
of the six stories which form it, we 
are introduced to Sabina Wallace and 
Anna Maitland; the former exceed- 
ingly sensible to every thing like ne- 
glect, and equally susceptible of af- 
front; and the latter very edsy and 
careles$ in all her ways. 
alienation follows a mutual misunder- 
standing; but they are sodn reconcil- 
ed at a friend’s house, where they are 
brought together for this express pur- 
pose, and where an amusement is in- 
troduced, by means of which Sabina 
is coriipelled either to abandon the 
game, or give .2nnaa kiss. A kiss is 
given and received asa token of re- 
conciliation, and the moral is, that 
since wé canndt be without faults, we 
must love each other with them. 

In the second story, an attempt is 
made to show children the origin and 
folly of national prejudices. The 
amusemierit 
scene of mock-pageantry rarely sur- 
passed. Crowns and sceptres, caps 
and feathers, processions and marches, 
kneeling and rising, together with 


earls and countesses, pages and maids | 


i duced, and that the whole court were 


A mutual | 


introduced presents a | 


} 
i 








of honour, give wonderful interest to | 


the occasion. The childrenare made 
familiar with the forms and fashions of 
royal life, and the amusement closes 


with an imitation court-ball! where | 


the excitement of the youthful com- 
pany was such as to raise the rumour 








‘* intoxicated.” Still the evening con- 
cluded without one dissatisfied heart; 
and the design of all this employment 
of its precious hours, was to show that 
little Clara Stanhope, though an Eng- 
lish girl; was not so proud and narrow- 
minded as Edward Harrison had sup- 
posed. 

The third story is designed to illus- 
trate the certainty of a reward for di- 
ligent perseverance, and the little 
enjoyment which success confers, 
without a consciousness that it is de- 
served. It represents Mrs. Thurs- 
ton’s school in competition for a prize. 
Harriet Langdon was_ successful, 
though without merit; and Louisa 
Warden, whose industry deserved 
success, failed for want of self-posses- 
sion. This state of things was known 
to the school, yet Mrs. Thurston took 
pleasure inthis unjust award—the girls 
were satisfied, Louisa was disappoint- 
ed, and Harriet was pleased. To set 
matters right, however, an amusement 
is proposed on a subsequent evening, 
in the course of which, larriel yielded 


the prizeto Louisa, and was greatly 


| 


| 


' 





commended. 

In the shawl dance, as the fourth 
story is entitled, Ellen Campbell is 
displayed. She was quite anxious to 
relieve the distresses of poor unt 
Becky. Wer father would not furnish 
Ellen with the theans of benevolence, 
but prevails upon her to dance on a 
particular occasion, and promises her 
ten dollars as a reward. His motive 
is, as the author tells us, to have his 
daughter excel Mr. Standey’s in danc- 
ing; as he was striving himself to ex- 
cel Mr. Stanley in coaches, furniture, 


' and entertainments. So Ellen danced. 
_ The terms, gavots, chantreuse, and pas 
that ‘‘ ardent spirits” liad been intro- | seul, are probably understood where 
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they are used; but they have ihiee 
to do with ‘“‘the deep and pure 
streams of virtue and piety;” nor with 
‘© usefulness here or happiness here- 
after.” 


scene of perfect enchantment. 


The dance is described as a 
Ellen 
pleases her father; is paid, and spends 
the money for Aunt Becky’s comfort. 
The two remaining stories have so 
little point or character, as to leave us 
in doubt, what “ moral truth,” if any, 
they are designed ‘to illustrate.” 


Thus we have spread before the | 


reader a sketch of the contents of this 
attractive volume; and we leave him 
to judge, whether it is not an abuse of 
language and of public confidence, to 
say of such a book, that it has any 
thing of piety, or any tendency to pre- 
pare the young for usefulness in time, 
or happiness in eternity. No intelli- 
gent man, of any Christian denomi- 
nation, can so speak concerning it 
without wrong. The truth is, it is to- 
tally wanting in religious character; 
and it gives countenance and credit 


to feelings, pursuits, and principles, | 


altogether at variance with evangeli- 
cal religion or sound morality. 


‘‘ There has been a terrible com- 
motion in the nursery—dward and 
Elizabeth both wanting the same 
book;—and J promised Edward, if he 


would give it up, I would bring him | 


one far prettier.” p. 11. 

Such a compromise as this would 
hardly escape the censure of a faith- 
ful, religious mother. .Mrs. Maitland 
had better read ** Lefters on Christian 
Lducation.”** She would be delighted 
with the style in which they are writ- 
ten; and the views of the subject 
there presented, cannot fail to com- 
mend themselves to every reflecting 
mind. 





* American Tract Society’s Publi- 
eation, No. 197. 


' said Harriet, 
| will not ask it again.”’ 
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Harriet Lenin was a member of 
Mrs. Thurston’s school when she was 
thirteen years old. Her parents had 
entrusted Mrs. T. with her allowance 
of money, which Harriet almost inva- 
riably exhausted within the time; and 
Mrs. T., on one occasion, “ resolutely 
refused to anticipate the supply.” 


Though disappointed on other oc- 
casions, Harriet ventured one morn- 
ing to repeat the request. 

‘‘I ath surprised, Harriet,” said 
Mrs. Thurston, ‘‘that you should 

again apply to me on this subject. 
You know me well enough to be con- 
vinced that I will not yield to jmpor- 
tunity what Lhave withheld from prin- 
ciple.” 

‘¢] know that well, dear Madam,” 
‘but indeed, indeed, I 


‘‘ The best way to prevent that, is 
not to grant it now.” 
After a moment of silence, Harriet 


continued, in a hesitating tone: ‘*I 


would not ask it, if it were for myself.” 
“‘Ah! that will not do—generosity 


is no excuse for extravagance, or irre- 
| gular expenditure.”’ 


‘* But this is a very different thing 


| from what you think, Mrs. Thurston.” 


‘* Well, then,” replied she, in a re- 
lenting voice, “tell me, and jet me 
judge of its propriety,” 

Harriet again paused. 

**T don’t think I can tell you, Ma- 
dam,” 

‘Then I certainly shall not grant 
your request—indeed I have done 
wreng to hold any parley about it— 
go, now, to your studies. ? 

Still Harriet loitered—then, as if 
summoning all her resolution, she 
said, ‘*Mrs. Thurston, if you will 
grant me this favour, I assure you on 
my word, that when [ tell you the ob- 
ject for which I want it, and this I 
hope to do, you will approve it. I 
have never deceived you, have 1?” 

Mrs, Thurston reflected that it was 
better to repose too much, than too 


little confidence. 


‘* There, Harriet,” said she, * is 
your money—I cannot reject the 


_ pledge you have offered.” 


What shall we say to such a scene 
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as this, in a place, too, where of all | 
others, the hand of discipline should | 
be firm and steady. | 

Ellen Campbell danced to gratify 
her father’s vanity and get ten dollars 
for charitable purposes, But was | 
there no way to obtain the means of | 
doing good, but by gratifying a father’s | 


| 
| 


mean pride? and was it necessary, in 
order to show the success of the ex- | 
pedient, to spread before the minds | 
of “young persons,” for whom the 
book was ‘* designed,” all the bewil- 
dering enchantments of a ball-room? | 


Is there no way to a school of morals, 
but through the very heart of vanity- | 


fair? 


suit of good, gaze upon so much of | 


And must the traveller, in pur- 





false pleasure, in order to catch only 
a glimpse of the ¢rue? 

** Although Grace was just dead to 
find out what they could be about, 
she obtained no clue, &c.” p. 145. 





* Columbia! 
Kingdoms and Empires, since thy birth, 
No longer sway the subject earth ; 

‘Truths of thy teaching break their chains, 
And Reason on/y holds the reins.” p. 148. 





**You see 1am not blown up after | 
all,” said one of the boys who had 
been preparing sky-rockets. ‘* For 
which,” said his mother, “you are | 
probably more indebted to chance than 
to skill.” p. 156. 

But enough of the ‘* Morals of 
Pleasure.” ‘There is a class of read- 
ers into whose hands this book will | 
more generally fall, who willnever hear | 
of us nor of our objections, and who 
would probably think us quite illibe- 
ral, and our objections quite unfound- | 
ed if they should; we hope, however, | 
the influence of Sunday-schools will | 
not always be unfelt,even by them; | 

| 
| 





and, while we wish this influence to 
become cd-extensive with our juve- 
nile pepulation, we feel anxious that 





its purity should be preserved, and its 
power increased. 

To this end Sunday-school instruc- 
tion and Sunday-school reading should 
be alike carefully guarded; and nota 
volume should be suffered to find its 
way into a Sunday-school library, 
which has not a known, established, 
and unexceptionable character. No 
apology can be offered for a violation 
of this principle; nor can the conse- 
quences be estimated which a depar- 
ture from it may involve. 

The same reasons which would in- 
duce us to be thus exclusive in the 
selection and supply of a Sunday- 
school library, would induce us to ex- 
clude the ** Moras or Preasurn’’ 
from every family, and especially 
from young families, who are so warm- 
ly exhorted to procure it—for it is not 
a profitable book—to most children 
it would be uninteresting; it is desti- 
tute of religious character; and gives 
currency to erroneous views, and 
countenance to vain, and, therefore, 
dangerous amusements. 


FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MONTHLY CON- 
CERT, May 10, 


[Communicated by a Sunday-school Teacher 
of Buffalo, N. Y.) 

The leading object ofall the instruc- 
tion given to Sabbath-school children 
should be the conversion of their 
souls. And, with those who engage 
in this work, so far as their instru- 
mentality extends, this should be made 
a present, and not a future object. 
Were nothing more to be expected 
from Sabbath-school efforts, than the 


influence which may be exerted upon 


the subsequent lives of the children, 
this alone would be sufficient to justi- 
fy all that is now done to promote this 
cause, But if the feelings of Chris- 
tians were truly alive to the propriety, 
importance, and necessity of an im- 
mediate attention to the eternal inter- 
ests of the rising generation, their ex- 
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; . 
ertions would be increased a hundred | 


fold. | 


Besides the motives presented to | 
all, there are many others of much | 
weight, to be urged upon the young. 
Children, as well as adults, are sin- 
ners, and both are alike exposed to 
death, and the retributions of the | 
world to come. But the former have 
not, like the latter, become hardened 
in sin; their minds are more suscepti- 
ble of serious impressions, and their | 
conflict with sin will be less violent | 
and hazardous, as the evil propensities | 
of the carnal heart have acquired less | 
strength. Andas an encouragement, | 
God has manifested in his word a pe- | 
culiar delight in early piety, adding a | 
special promise to the young—** They 
that seek me early shall find me.” | 
But aside from all these considerations, 
should not the fact that these children 
are spending the time for which they 
are indebted to the forbearing good- 
ness, and long-suffering of God, in re- 
sisting his authority, and rejecting the 
Son of his love, touch the tenderest 
cords of the Christian’s heart? And 
do those who “ prefer Jerusalem alone 
above their chief joy,” feel no anxious 
solicitude for the future prospects of 
Zion? And where shall we look but 
to our Sabbath-schools to supply the 
numerous and every day extending 
wants of the church? Where shall we 
turn our eyes for labourers in the vast 
field already white for the harvest? 
And when we behold the tide of in- 
fidelity and irreligion that is setting in 
upon our land, how gloomy would be 
the prospect before us, had Provi- 
dence provided no means of bringing 
the rising generation more thoroughly 
under the influence of the gospel? 
But every person who has been 
brought to a saving knowledge of the 
truth, after having passed the season 
of preparation for future life, must feel 
intensely how much he has lost, not 
only to himself, but to the cause of 
Christ, by spending this interesting 
period of life in the service of the ene- 
my of all righteousness. Such per- 
sons are not prepared to enter upon 
the field of active labour; and if they do 
80, itis late in life, and under many em- 
barrassments. ‘To Sabbath-schoolcon- 
versions then we must lock for future 
labourers in the vineyard of our Lord. | 

















With these objects before us, how 
can we sufficiently estimate the impor- 
tance of our station, and the fearfulness 
of our responsibility’? Do we properly 
feel our own insufficiency, and our 
need of divine aid and direction? Pray- 
er is said to be the key of Heaven; and 
prayer must be the secret spring that 
moves forward our whole system of 
Sabbath-school instruction, or all our 
labours will avail nothing. Without 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, all 
our instructions will be worse than 
in vain. But God has declared that he 
is more ready to give his Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him, than earthly pa- 
rents are to give good gifts to their 
children. If then, our labours are 
unblessed, it is our own fault and our 
guilt; for with this promise before us, 
can we doubt that our want of success 
is to be attributed to a want of prayer? 
If Sabbath-school teachers all realize, 


| with an * open view,” the blessedness 


of this promise, the Monthly Concert 
of teachers would not be deserted as 
it now is, by so large a proportion of 
them; nor would they be content to 
meet once a month for this object: 
no week would pass without finding 
them unitedly at the throne of grace, 
seeking the spirit of God to rest upon 
their labours. Where is there an ob- 
ject more likely to excite a spirit of 
fervent prayer in the heart, which 
glows with the love of God, and love 
for the souls of men, than that which 
embraces the whole rising generation? 
Which seeks out, from all ranks of so- 


ciety, the young mind, and the tender 


heart, before they have become con- 
taminated with the maxims and ex- 
amples of an ungodly world, or hard- 
ened in sin, and brings them within 
the influence of religious instruction 
and religious influence? And where 
is there an object better calculated to 
call forth all the devout aspirations of 
the soul, and enkindle all the kind 
emotions of the heart? It is to be fear- 
ed also, that many teachers enter up- 
on their duties without proper prepa- 
ration. No person can be a faithful 
and profitable Sabbath-school teacher, 
without maintaining an habitual near- 
ness to God, and often presenting his 
charge in the arms of faith, before 
the throne of Grace, in hiscloset. How 
can a person whose heart is cold, feel 
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for the souls of his pupils, or be pre- 
pared to press home the truth upon 
their consciences, in that close, perton- 
al manner which is calculated to make 


them feel their lost condition, and the | 


necessity of immediate repentance 
and submission to the terms of the 
gospel? 


A teacher should come to his class | 


directly from his closet, serious, hea- 
venly-minded, and deeply impressed 
with the worth of souls; and one who 
does not thus is of little service. Much 
time is unprofitably spent in specula- 
tive inquiry, without suitable personal 
application of the truth; and the chil- 
dren are often allowed to retire with 
the impression, that there is no very 
great necessity of an immediate at- 
tention to the concerns of their souls. 
Our study of the Sacred Scriptures 
cannot be too critical, if properly ac- 
companied with practical remarks, 
but when Anowledge instead of piety 
is made the leading object, the exer- 
cises are lean and unprofitable. So 
long as our pupils are enemies of God, 
and children of disobedience, our great 
theme should be immediate repen- 
tance and submission to God; and this 
duty, and the awful guilt, and danger 
of delay, should be pressed upon their 
consciences in a plain, simple, pointed, 
and personal manner. 

And now, fellow teachers, let me 
earnestly entreat you to summon all the 
energies of your souls to this subject, 
and show greater diligence, and more 
spiritual life and activity. Why does 
the chill of death so generally pervade 
our Sabbath-schools, that only here 
and there, one is visited with the 
quickening influences of the Holy 
Spirit? Is it not “sone sgaa chargeable 
to your unfaithfulness? Are you not 
unfaithful in your closets, unfaithful 
in your attendance upon the Monthly 
Concert of prayer, and unfaithful in 
the preparation for, as well as in the 
performance of, the duties assigned 
you? There is great guilt in this thing; 
unbelief, sloth, worldly-mindedness, 
pride, self-dependence, unwillingness 
to bear the cross, or to contend for 
the prize; improper feelings towards 
each other, one or all these causes may 
prevent a blessing. Come then, bow 
before the Lord, pour out your souls 
im his presence, and with all the ear- 











nestness which the heart can feel: 
adopt the language of the Psalmist— 
SEARCH ME, 0 LORD, AND KNOW MY 
HEART! TRY ME AND KNOW My 
THOUGHTS, AND SEE IF THERE IS ANY 
WICKED WAY IN ME, AND LEAD ME IN 
THE WAY EVERLASTING. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine, 


Mr. Editor: 

In your Magazine for March, I no- 
ticed a plan for conducting a Sabbath. 
school Library, communicated doubt- 
less for the benefit of others. With 
the same object I would suggest to 
you the plan adopted in this place in 
relation to our Library. 

We have a catalogue of the books, 
arranged in numerical order, and the 
books are numbered to correspond 
with the catalogue. A few words are 
written on the first blank leaf of all 
the books, to show that they belong 
to our library, and to show how long 
they may be retained by the persons 
who read them; which last depends 
on the size of the book. 

The members of the Bible Class, 
and the Teachers and Scholars of all 
the Sabbath-schools in town, are al- 
lowed the gratuitous use of the library, 
any other person who will pay 124 
eents annually in advance, may also 
use them. For detaining a book be- 
yond the time marked in it, a small 
fine is taxed, which must be paid be- 
fore another book is loaned. 

As we suppose we have no right to 
perform any secular labour on the 
Sabbath, which can be performed on 
another day, we do not deliver our 
books to the scholars on that day. 
Once a week, on a week day, usually 
at an appointed hour, the children 
take out or exchange books; each 
scholar is allowed to make his own 
selection, except that it is recommend- 
ed to the smaller children to take the 
smaller books. The books are regu- 
larly debited to each scholar when cle- 
livered, and credited when returned 
in the following manner. 
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The account book is so ruled as to 
have three accounts on a page. The 
letters of the alphabet are placed on 


| 


ihe margin of the book after the man. | 


ner of an alphabet to a common ledger. 
And an appropriate number of leaves 
is assigned to each letter. It will 
readily be perceived that the names 
may be so arranged in such a book 
as to be readily found. 

Our library was established in May 





these.’? Another says, ‘* Our school 
has suffered the past year for want of 
teachers, particularly male teachers. 
A larger number have left the school 
We are 
at this moment in want of eight teach- 


thah in arly preceding year. 


ers, to supply classes that are desti- 


1826, and we have found our plan of | ; 
|| able to supply teachers for them. 


managing it answer every purpose. 
The writer has performed the duties 
of librarian from its commencement, 


and has been much gratified in ob- | 


serving from year to year, the con- 
stant interest which has been manifest- 
ed in the library, and in observing the 
increasing intelligence among the 
scholars. 

Winthrop, ( Me.) March 15, 1830. 





FOSTON SABBATH-SCHOOL UNION. 


The First Annual Report of this so- 


ciety was made February 24th. 
find many interesting statements in it, 
and some important suggestions. The 
number of schools in connexion with 
the union is nineteen; employing three 
hundred and sixty-three teachers, and 
instructing children whose whole num- 
ber is three thousand six hundred and 
seventy-eight; and whose average at- 
tendance is one thousand four hundred 
and ninety-two, orsomewhat more than 
one-third. The youngest learner in 
any of the schools is two years old, 
and the eldest seventy-one. There are 
upwards of three thousand volumes in 
the libraries; and there have been 
thirteen conversions during the year 
among the scholars. The oldest school 
reported was established in 1817. 

In respect to TeacuErs, the reports 
are quite discouraging. One report 
says, ‘* There has been very generally 
a full supply of female teachers, but 
not of males; till the last month, there 


has been a lamentable deficiency of 


We | 





a 





tute. Many of the scholars have ceased 
to attend, because we have not been 


They have been present a few Sab- 
baths, and not finding a teacher at the 
class to instruct them, their interest 
has subsided, until at length they have 
A 
third—** We have laboured less to 
increase the number of our scholars 


absented themselves altogether.” 


the past year, than we otherwise 
should have done, because at no time 
during the year, have we had a full 
supply of competent teachers for the 
scholars committed to our care.” A 
fourth:—** The school has been strug- 
gling without a stiperintendent and a 
suitable number of teachers since Au- 
gust 2d. The result has been, that no 
regular meeting has been held by the 
teachers for some time, and they be- 
gan to feel discouraged and forsaken, 
&e.” A fifth—‘' The punctual at- 
tendance of the children, on an aver- 


_ age for the year, has been small. This 


can be easily accounted for, in part, 
by the remissness of the teachers.” 
A sixth—‘* There has been a consi- 
derable part of the year a great want 
of attention and order among the 
scholars; owing, in part, at least, to 
the changes that have taken place in 
regard tothe management of the school 
and classes. During the year, the 
school has been conducted by three 
different superintendents; and some 


_ of the classes have undergone about 
_ as many changes of teachers. Another 
' cause of decline, through the summer 
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in particular, has been the want of an 
adequate supply of teachers.” 

Of the many encouraging facts in 
the report, we have admitted as large 
a portion as our limits will allow; and 
we should think, from the tenor of the 
whole document, that the Sunday- 
schools under the care of the Boston 
Union, were rising in character, and 


} 
| 





increasing in interest and usefulness. | 
We do not wonder, however, at the | 


manner in which the managers speak 


of the excess of deaths above the num- 
ber of conversions. It is, indeed, cause | 


of humiliation and self-abasement, that 
among thirty-six hundred and seventy- 
eight children, reported as the whole 
number in attendance, there should 
have been sixteen deaths and but thir- 
teen conversions. 

An interesting case is reported, of 
a young woman of seventeen, who 
entered the school in 1820, and left it 
about six years since, and who, upon 
finding herself near the close of life, 
sent for her Sunday-school superin- 
tendent. It is said that for several 
weeks before her illness, she had been 
deeply exercised on religious sub- 
jects, and ‘thus it appears, that after 
an interval of many years, when sick- 
ness came and death was near, her 
Sabbath-school, and the instruction 
there received, was remembered; 
and that her Sabbath-school friends 
were among those to whom she most 
naturally looked for advice and coun- 
sel in this solemn season.” 


Psalmody.—The managers regard 
it as a favourable omen, that an in- 
creased attention is paid to this part 
of divine worship. ‘The testimony of 
the superintendents who are most en- 
gaged in this practice, proves it to be 
an agreeable and profitable variety to 
the exercises of the schools. A gentle- 
man of acknowledged skill in this de- 
partment of science, has, at the re- 








quest of the Board, prepared a ma. 
nual which we trust will furnish every 
requisite for those who wish to culti- 
vate the talents of their pupils for sa- 
cred music. 

The rules of sacred music were in- 
troduced into the school in October 
last. Ina short time, a couple of classes 
were formed, denominated the classes 
for singing, of twelve or thirteen of 
the older scholars of both sexes, who 
furnished themselves with Mr. Mason’s 
Juvenile Psalmody, and are now able 
to answer all the questions on the 
rules, and raise and fall the notes, and 
it is probable, if they could be favoured 
with suitable instruction, that they 
would soon form an interesting choir. 


Instruction of the Younger Pupils.— 
On this subject there exists, in the 
opinion of the Board, a defect in al- 
most all the schools, which can, and 
ought to be remedied. There is no 
child of an age so tender, as not to be 
able to comprehend and be benefited 
by some simple religious truths. And 
the minds of very young children, 


_unincumbered as they are by preju- 


_ dices, seem the most suitable soil 


for the reception and growth of the 


_ good seed. But from observation, the 


| struction. 





Board are constrained to say, that too 
little attention is paid to their in- 
Scripture history presents 
many facts attractive to children of 
tender age, and many precepts which 
may serve as stepping stones to infant 
feet, in their pilgrimage to Mount 
Zion. Among the facilities for teach- 
ing this interesting portion of our pu- 
pils, we think the Scripture Prints re- 
cently published in this city well 
adapted to this end.* Sensible objects, 
by attracting the curiosity of children, 
lead to inquiry, and open a fair field 
of effort which promises a rich harvest 
to the cultivator. 

On the 15th of November last, we 
removed into the hall which we now 
occupy; at which time we separated 
all the children who could not read 
from the others, and formed them into 
one class, giving them instruction on 


_ the plan adopted in infant-schools, In 


a short time the number of our scholars 
has considerably increased, and more 





* these Prints are for sale at the Deposi- 
tory of the American Sunday-School Union. 
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{| 
teachers offered than we could employ, | 
| 


except on the condition, that they 
would furnish themselves with classes. 


Four have recently come in, on that | 


condition. 

Sabbath-schools esteemed.—Some of 
our parents say, if they were obliged 
to pay for their children’s continuing 


in school, they would prefer it to their | 


leaving, and these not professors 
either. 

Interesting Case.—About ten years 
have passed away since I left the Sab- 
bath-school in M street, where I 
was engaged about two years anda half. 
Many who were then children in the 
school, have now grown up, and are 
taking the places of their parents, who 
are rapidly passing off the stage. Hav- 
ing watched the progress of some of 
those children, I would now say, tothe 
glory of divine grace, and for the en- 
couragement of faithful teachers, that 
I know many, who received their first 
religious impressions in that school, 
who are now, not only members of the 
Christian church, but adorn their pro- 
fession, by holy lives and conduct. 
Nothing can be more delightful to a 
teacher, than to trace the history and 
progress of a child for whose benefit 
he has laboured and prayed; and whose 
path has finally become like that of 
the just, ‘* which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day.” 





——=> 


of her strange behaviour was, that 
she was ashamed, because she was so 


' 
} large a girl and knew so Jittle com- 
| 
it 


pared with other children. She how- 
ever made rapid progress, and as she 
grew in knowledge, appeared to 
drink in the truths of the gospel, and 


|| gradually acquired a character for 





The | 


Sabbath-school is still dear to me, and | 


many of its scenes I shall carry fresh 
in my memory to the grave. 


A brief. 


history of one of these dear children I | 


will now relate. 


In the spring of 1818, one of our | 


female teachers on her way to school, 
passed two poor girls, who appeared, 


as I understood, to have been sent out | 


by their parents to obtain cold victuals, 
but were then at play. Thinking, 


however, they were fit subjects for | 


Sabbath-school instruction, she turned | 


back, told them about the school, and 
invited and urged them to come on 
the next Sabbath. I believe both 
came, and were immediately recogniz- 


ed and encouraged by the watchful | 


teacher. <A., of whom I write, was 
about twelve years old, rather tall of 
her age, and when she first entered 


the school, hung down her head as if | 


afraid to meet the eyes of any one. 


She told me afterwards, that the cause | 


Vor. VII. —20 





veracity equal to any girl in the school. 
She loved the school;—it was there 
she first learned the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin, and there she finally 
found a Saviour; and when, at the age 
of fourteen, a place was procured for 
her ina family, it was on condition that 
she should attend the Sabbath-school. 
About this time I left it; but, on 
visiting it a few months after, 1 found 
A. and some others bowed down un- 
der a sense of their sins. She was in 
a pious family, and there, and at the 
Sabbath-school, she was led to that 
source from whence alone hope can 
come; obtained peace and joy in believ- 
ing in Jesus, and was received by the 
church then under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. Mr. D. A few years ago 
she removed with a family in which 
she lived, to a large manufacturing 
place in the country. Here, at first, 
she felt as though she was not among 
her own people; but when she heard 
that a church was about to be formed, 
like the one she loved, her heart was 
awake; and when efforts were made 
to raise funds to build a house for the 
worship of God by this then little band, 
though poor and almost unknown, 
‘‘she did what she could.” The fe- 
males in the manufactory gave large- 
ly in proportion to their ability, and 
our poor A. was made use of in the 
hands of God, as an instrument of stir- 
ring up many to give. Providence 
so ordered it that I was present at the 
ordination of the first minister of this 
church; there I saw, at a distance, my 
Sabbath-school girl. Her soul ap- 
peared to be in her eyes; it was a hap- 
py day to her; she smiled and wept by 
turns, and so did very many of the 
pious females present. I never saw 
such a truly solemn and joyful assem- 
bly; and there probably could be no- 
thing more so this side of heaven. A. 
and B. another pious girl from our 
school, and who lives near her, con- 
stantly visit me when in town to swe 
their parents, and I receive them with 
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great pleasure. I not only esteem 
them very pious, but very respectable; 
and although poor in this world’s 
goods, y2t “rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom.” 
» A.’s coming to the Sabbath-school, 
was the means of introducing others 
from the same ne!:ghbourhood, and as 
she was the eldest of several children, 
her influence brought them, to the 
school. The teachers became inter- 
ested for her father’s family, and have 
occasionally helped them; and she, as a 
od daughter, now helps them by 
erself and her friends, to the extent 
of her ability. I believe her mother 
has been benefited by associating 
with religious people; she constantly 
attends meeting, and when I last saw 
her, she appeared like one who had 
experienced religion. 


INPFANT-SCHOOL IN AFRICA. 


There is an Infant-school existing at 
Bathurst, connected with the London 
Church Missionary Society’s mission 
at Sierra Leone in Western Africa. 
The Superintendent’s last report states 
it as a matter of unfeigned thanksgiv- 
ing, 


That, since the opening of the 


Bathurst Infant-school, October 22, | 


1827, it has not on any day been closed 


in consequence of the sickness of | : ; 
a | ness of obedience to Christ’s precepts. 


those who conduct it. 


Our first aim has been, says the re- | 
port, the inculcating of the elementary | 
Next to this, it | 
has been our desire, to impart a know- | 


truths of religion. 


ledge of such other subjects as, under 
the Divine blessing, might be most like- 
ly to make the children, in after life, 
useful members of society. We have 
endeavoured to cultivate upright prin- 
ciples, founded upon a firm basis—to 
encourage in them purity of motive— 
to animate them with hope—to kindle 
gratitude to God their Creator and 
Benefactor, and supreme love to Je- 
sus their Redeemer and Saviour; and 
to lead them to seek the sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 


The school contained at the time of 
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the report, 147 pupils—119 of whom 
are strictly infants. 


The school opens at nine in the 
morning, and continues till noon; 


_ when the larger boys are allowed one 
hour for recreation: at one o’clock 
| they return, and are taught writing 
| and ciphering; and the elder girls are 
| tau 


ght needlework. Many of the 
larger children can now read the Scrip- 
tures. The attendance of the children 
at Church on Sundays, and at Daily 


| Morning Prayers, gives rise to many 


a cheering hope; and the accounts, 
which some of them give of the text 
and what they have heard, evinces 
their attention. 

The Missionaries say, in allusion to 
the report of the Infant-school— 

We all feel a need of that “‘ gentle, 
persuasive, spiritual strain,” which 
ought to pervade the whole life of a 
religious teacher. It is too often in- 
terrupted by the hurry and the multi- 
plicity of our engagements—by the 
impatience, which the ignorance, the 
way wardness, and, in many instances, 
the duplicity of the people with whom 
we have to do, often excite—and by 
that irritability, which seems to be the 
general effect of this climate upon the 
mind clogged with a European con- 
Most fervently, therefore, 
would we pray for a larger effusion of 
the Divine Spirit of leve into our own 
hearts, that we may more entirely ex- 
hibit, by our example before our Con- 
gregations, the loveliness and blessed- 


We know, that God’s purposes of 
mercy toward men of all kindreds and 
tongues will be fulfilled; and we 
would still hope, that instruments, so 
weak as we know ourselves to be, 


| will be made use of by Him, to the pro- 
| motion of His glory in this part of the 


world. 


INFANT-SCHOOLS. 
Extract from a letter to the Editor. 


As a parent, and as a friend to early 
education, I am, in common with 
others, much obliged by the season- 
able remarks in the March number of 
the Magazine; they are strictly appli- 
cable, in my opinion, to the Infant- 
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school of this place. No one esteems 
the institution of Infant-schools more 
highly than I do; but the high expec- 
tations in relation to them, I fear, will 
be disappointed for want of properly 
qualified teachers. 

I have sincerely regretted the pro- 
ceedings I have witnessed here, in the 
process of qualifying teachers of In- 
fant-schools. ~ Nothing can be more 
misjudged and indiscreet than to com- 
mit children to teachers so prepared. 
Girls under twenty years of age and 
with no previous knowledge of teach- 
ing, are expected tobe qualified by a 
few weeks attention in an Infant-school 








here. A young lady of has 
recently engaged to go to to 
conduct an Infant-school. She has 


just completed her own schooling, and 
is now going to spend two or three 
months at (where an Infant- 
school is just begun, by one who knew 
nothing of the subject a twelve-month 
since;) and where she expects to ac- 
quire a knowledge of the whole sys- 
tem in a few weeks. 

I hope this subject will be kept 
sight of in the Magazine, for it is in- 
timately connected with Sunday- 
schools, and with the dearest interests 
of the Church, and of our common 
country. 





HAMPDEN COUNTY, (MASS.) SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL UNION. 


if our readers could enter into our 
personal sympathies and associations, 
we might have much to say respect- 
ing the portion of the Sunday-school 
vineyard to which this report relates. 
But we shall confine ourselves to to- 
pics in which all may be supposed to 
have an interest. 


The report, extracts from which we | 


are about to present to the reader, 
comes to us under peculiar circum- 
stances. It was prepared but a few 
weeks since, by the Hon. Groner 
Buiss, L.L.D., late of Springfield, 
(Mass.,) an eminent jurist; a man of 
great learning and proverbial inte- 
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grity; familiar with the history, and 
participating largely in the manage- 
ment of public affairs; possessing a 
strong, discriminating, comprehensive 
mind; an accurate observer of men 
and events; a close, systematic stu- 
dent of the Bible; and more than all, 
and better than all, a man of devout 
temper; an open, prominent, uncom- 


| promising Christian. 


From the first establishment of Sun- 


_ day-schools in the place of his resi- 
_ dence, Mr. Briss was their advocate 


and patron, and often engaged in the 
active duties connected with them. 
During the last year of his life, how- 
ever, his interest in them greatly in- 


creased, and *‘he manifested a wil- 


lingness,” says a correspondent, *‘ to 


_ give his time, his counsels, and his 
_ personal and efficient exertions in their 
behalf.’’ 


As president of the Society, Mr. 
Buss bestowed much time and pains 
in preparing their annual report, and 
it is exceedingly gratifying to us to be 
informed, that ‘* he carefully examin- 
ed the numbers of this Magazine for 
the last year, and expressed a high 
degree of satisfaction in the perusal.” 

If there has been any thing in our 
pages that could interest and employ 
a mind of such high cultivation and 
extensive research, we are not with- 
out hope, (notwithstanding the mor- 
tifying evidence against us,) that they 
are not beneath the attention or wants 
of Sunday-school leachers. 

The preparation of this document 
was among the last acts of a busy and 
valuable life,* and all the views and sug- 
gestions it contains have the sanction 


_ of great wisdom and high intellectual 


attainments. 





— 


* Mr. Buss died March 8. 
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The providence of God has impart- 
ed a character to it which admonishes 
us to engage with new vigour in our 
chosen work, and to pursue it with 
fearless and untiring zeal. 

The report informs us, that twenty- 
one of the twenty-five schools consti- 
tuting the Union, have answered the 
questions addressed to them, and it 
appears that in those twenty-one 
schools there are 456 teachers, and 
2927 learners. The whole number of 
learners connected with the society, 
is estimated at 5260, and the popula- 
tion of the district is 27,000. Most of 
the schools are reported to be in a 
flourishing condition; and the Union 
Questions have been extensively in- 
troduced. About $510 has been sub- 
scribed towards the capital of a Depo- 
sitory to be held by the society, and 
to be made fully adequate to the 
wants of all their schools. 

“In many of the schools, the Month- 
ly Concert of Prayer is regularly ob- 
served; and we wish we could say this 
of all of them. It is earnestly recom- 
mended that it be regularly attended. 
All church members, and all parents 
who have children in the schools, 
should be punctual in their attendance 
at the Monthly Concert. How can 
they be content to stay away? A 
Monthly Concert of Prayer is very 
properly appointed for the heathen, 
and is not the eternal well-being of 
our children to be unitedly sought for, 
as well as that of the heathen’” 

Associated Teachers’ Meetings are 
also holden in many schools, and are 
found very useful. 

“Winter schools have been opened 
in more than one-third of the schools. 
In two or three, extensive Bible 
Classes are substituted. Where efforts 
have been made to establish Winter 
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schools, much less difficulty has been 
found than was expected. In some 
places, where it would seem to be as 
inconvenient as in any other, such 
schools have been formed and well at- 
tended. It is most earnestly recom- 
mended that exertions be made to 
have the schools continued through 
the year. It is all-important, that what 
is gained in summer should not be lost 
in winter.” 


Extracts from the Report of the Direc- 
tors, ec. 

‘‘ The directors are rejoiced to have 
it to state, that several of the schools 
have been blessed with the influences 
of the Divine Spirit. There are in 
the whole reported as having become 
hopefully pious during the past year, 
12 teachers and 58 scholars; these 
have united with the church. The 
schools peculiarly favoured, have been 
those in Westfield, Southwick, and 
South Wilbraham. In Springfield, 
(first Parish,) six scholars, and in the 
Baptist Society, three scholars have 
become hopefully pious; but above 
all, the schools in Monson have been 
thus favoured. Four of the teachers, 
and twenty-two or three of the scho- 
lars, have become hopefully pious. In 
one instance, a class of nine young la- 
dies all became hopeful converts; and 
in many other instances, prevailing 
seriousness is reported as characteriz- 
ing the schools. 

**It is desirable that, as far as may 
be, books for it (the County Deposi- 
tory) should be procured from the 
Parent Society. They can be had 
upon as good, or better terms, as any 
where else; and what is infinitely 
more important, confidence can be 
felt, that nothing pernicious will be 
bought there. The selection of suit- 
able books is an arduous and difficult 
task. Among the floods of books 
professedly religious, and adapted to 
Sabbath-schools, which are constantly 
poured forth, there is most imminent 
danger that some worse than useless 
will be procured. 

**Care should be taken, that too 
great a proportion of pleasing stories 
does not render the Bible a dull and 
There is danger 
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that books of a fascinating style will 
operate too powerfully on the youth- 
ful mind. 

«* Books are multiplied to an almost 
indefinite extent. Many of them, with 
great propriety, may be termed reli- 
gious novels or romances. Works of 
fiction are not to be indiscriminately 


denounced. They ought not to be en- | 


tirely prohibited, but they ought to 
be used sparingly. The Rev. Dr. 
Alexander, in some most excellent re- 
marks, has properly called them the 


sweat-meats, creams, and comfits, oc- | 


‘casionally to be tasted, but not to be 
used for daily food—if they are, the 
plain and wholesome nourishing milk 


and meat of the Bible will be loathed; | 


and those who live upon them become 
sickly and diseased. It should be im- 
pressed both on the teachers and 
scholars, that the study of the Bible is 
to be the one great object of atten- 
tion. Herein alone are the words of 
eternal life. This is the more to be 
insisted on, because in many common 
schools, if not wholly discarded, the 
Bible is cast into the shade. 

** Another important subject is, the 
character and conduct of the teach- 
ers. While no reflection is designed 
to be cast upon those who are active 
in this benevolent work, it is cer- 
tain that those of mature age, ought 
not to withdraw themselves from this 
labour of love. It is too common to 
see those whose age and experience 
would render them peculiarly useful, 
grow weary of the charge of classes— 
and the task is devolved upon those 
but little, if any older than those they 
instruct. Age alone, as long as bodily 
health and mental vigour are continu- 
ed, ought to excuse no one from a 
share in this work. 








“* Whatever be the age of the teach- | 
er, he ought to find time and oppor- | 


tunity to understand the lesson tho- 
roughly, and ought to be well prepar- 
ed before the school. 

“©The American Union have pub- 
lished no less than 33 different works 
besides their Magazine, designed for 
teachers. ‘I'o do his business well, 
a teacher must take an interest in it. 
if he do, it will manifest itself—and 
the scholars will perceive it—and be- 
come attached beth to the teacher 
and their lesson. 





| made in this plan. 


‘* Great pains should be taken, that 
the class of our population for whose 
benefit this institution was commenc- 
ed at first, those who are poor, igno- 
rant, and vicious, having none to care 
for their souls, do not lose the advan- 
tage of this system. They should be 
sought out and brought in from the 
highways and hedges. If all will not 
come to the school, let the school go 
to them, by fixing branches in each 
neighbourhood. Dr. Chalmers, of 
Scotland, and others, have recom- 
mended local schools. The system 
ought, however, to be adapted to the 
situation and circumstances of each 
community; but, if possible, all should 
be induced to attend. Besides those 
who usually attend our common 
schools, the plan ought to be so enlarg- 
ed, that all our young men and wo- 
men should attend either as teachers 
or scholars. ‘There is, in most places, 
a lamentable deficiency here. This 
system is treated as designed and fit 
only for children. As soon as that 


| age is past, young persons consider 
| themselves as above the school. This, 


in part, is owing to the evil before 
mentioned—that the older members 
of the church and others well qualifi- 
ed to instruct, refuse to lend their aid 
and influence to the schools, They 
should not only give the school their 
good word, but their active support. 
Further than this, it has been propos- 
ed by Dr. Alexander, Dr. Fiske, and 
others, that the congregations gene- 
rally should be formed into Sabbath- 
schools. Some progress has been 
The system has 
been some time adopted in some part 
of the county of Franklin, (Mass.,) 
and has been much approved. In one 
school in this county, 80 of the scholars 
are between 15 and 70 years of age. 
‘* The Bible Class ought, as far as 
possible, to be made a link in this sys- 
tem. If it be entirely detached, nei- 
ther can flourish so well. ‘The school 
is carried on very much without the 
minister; and the Bible Class instruc- 
tion will have no direct bearing on the 
Sunday-school. As a general rule, to 
which there may be exceptions, a 
system in which a great part of the 
religious instruction is not under the 
superintendence of those to whom the 


|| Great Head of the church has given 
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the injunction, *‘ feed my lambs,” is 
greatly to be deprecated. Rarely will 
Sabbath-schools flourish, in the best 
sense of the word, where the pastor is 
estranged from them. 

‘* It is not too much to say, that the 
schools should be so arranged, and the 
other public religious exercises of the 
Sabbath so ordered, as to give the mi- 
nister an opportunity at least to over- 
look them. 

‘*It is, perhaps, not less important, 
that the community at large should be 
interested in the prosperity of their 
schools. ‘those who have a heart to 
pray, should continually remember 
them at the throne of grace. Those 
who cannot undertake the laborious 
part of instruction, should occasional- 
ly visit them, and demonstrate that 
they rejoice in them. 

“Infant Schools ought also to be made 
Sabbath-schools; though it may be 
convenient to have them in a separate 
apartment. They should, above all 
things, have that knowledge which 
maketh wise unto salvation.” 





A PLEA FOR THE SARBATH-SCHOOL SYS- 
TEM, 


Delivered February 2, 1830, at the 
Anniversary of the Gettysburg 
Sunday-School. By S. 8. Scumuck- 
ER, Professor of Christian Theology 
in the Theological Seminary at Get- 
tysburg. pp. 32. 

This is the title of a very sensible 
and well-timed sermon, preached by 
Proresson Scumucker of the German 
Church. It was occasioned by the 
organization of a Sunday-School So- 
ciety, auxiliary to the American Sun- 
day-School Union. 

The design of the preacher is to il- 
lustrate Proverbs xiv. 34, ("* Right- 
eousness exalleth a nation,”) by show- 
ing that Sunday-schools are designed 
to inculcate those principles of right- 
eousness or true piety which extend to 
all the relations and duties of public 
and private life; and by the observ- 
ance of which, a nation is exalted. 








The author gives his unqualified ap- 
probation to the system. 


‘‘If there are (he says) any fea- 
tures in the religious character of 
the present age, on which the an- 
gels of heaven, and the God of heaven, 
look down with peculiar delight; the 
present unprecedented effort to dif- 
fuse intelligence and religious princi- 
ples over the whole rising generation 
is certainly one.” p. 7. 


To instil those truths which consti- 
tute the prominent features of the mo- 
ral government of God, 


**Such as the nature and character 
of the lawgiver; the extent, spirituali- 
ty, and obligations of his law; the re- 
wards and punishments annexed to it; 
the character of the subject and his 
inability to fulfil its requisitions; and 
especially the gracious aid that is of- 
fered him, by the glorious scheme of 
redemption through the Divine Re- 
deemer Jesus Christ, is the grand ob- 
ject of Sunday-schools.” p. 9. 

‘*The Bible is generally used as a 
text book by all who are able to read 
it, and the human productions asso- 
ciated with it, are peculiarly such, as 
are calculated to exemplify, illustrate, 
and enforce these truths. That these 
schools are the most efficient engine 
ever set in motion for this purpose, is 
demonstrated by experience, and is 
conceded even by the trepidation of 
the enemy at theirextension. If, then, 
we receive as true the declaration of 
the text, that righteousness does exalt 
a nation, and if it be certain that Sab- 
bath-schools do tend to promote right- 
eousness; the conclusion inevitably 
follows, that Sabbath-schools tend to 
exalt a nation. There can be no es- 
cape from this inference. Nor is it 
even pretended, that Sabbath-schools 
are so mismanaged, as not to produce 
their proper effect. The enemies do 
not come with proposals for the im- 
provement of the system; it is against 
the whole moral machinery that their 
battery is directed, and for the ex- 
press reason, that its influence is so 
powerful!” p. 10. 


The author then shows the effect 
of religious education on children, pa- 


rents, and teachers—that it tends to 
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lessen crime; ‘*to prevent the forma- | 


tion of that species of population call- 
ed, in Europe, canaille, or rabble;” 


to preserve the purity and stability of | 


our political institutions; to preserve | 
our country from any improper influ- | 
ence of the clergy, and to exert a | 


most salutary influence on the pros- | 


perity of the church—not only by | 
augmenting its numbers, but by in- | 
creasing its piety. These several to- | 
pics are urged with great plainness, | 
especially that relating to the influ- | 


ence of the clergy. 

As the pamphlet itself may be ob- 
tained at our Depository, we shall 
make but one or two brief extracts, 
illustrative at once of the style and 
spirit of the writer. 


‘*The teachers also, are not labour- 
ing in vain, or spending their strength 
for nought. Asin intellectual science, 
so in morals, one of the most success- 
ful methods of acquiring proficiency, 
is to teach. The sacred truths are 
not less efficacious, nor the accompa- 
nying divine influence less copious, in 
the case of the teachers, than of the 
taught. No other method of spending 
the Lord’s day, could be better calcu- 
lated to call home the wandering 
thoughts, and rivet the attention on 
divine truth, and impress the soul with 
the reality and importance of religion, 
than the occupation of Sabbath-school 
teachers. How many are the cases in 
which, whilst watering others, they 
have been watered themselves; in 


which, teaching others, God has gra- | 


ciously taught them? And can any 
thing be more congenial to the feel- 


ings of Him, who has not merely a_ 


name to live, but has really passed 


from death unto life, than to spend a | 


portion of his Sabbath hours, in bring- 
ing home the lambs to the fold of 
Christ? 


and engraves the traits of his Master’s 
character more deeply on his soul.— 
How truly Christian, how salutary is 


the work of the Sabbath-school teach- | 


Such exercise invigorates the | 
Christian’s graces, gives scope and || and that by which the glorious Refor- 
energy to his benevolent sympathies, | 

















} 
j 
t 


'no danger. 


er, how bright the glory encircling 
his path in this life, how great his re- 
ward in the kingdom of heaven!” 


In allusion to the species of popula- 
tion called, in Europe “ canaille,’’ the 
author says— 


“*Such a population is, thanks be 
to God! as yet, almost unknown 
among us. A few of our prominent 
cities alone, present any thing resem- 
bling it; and the vast extent of terri- 
tory, over which our population is 
sparsely scattered, removes to some 
distance the danger of its accumula- 
tion. Yet our characteristic pursuit 


'| of filthy lucre, the neglect of educa- 


tion, both literary and religious, in 
many parts of our country, the vast 
and increasing influx of foreigners, es- 
pecially of the poorer and vicious 
class, forbid the hope that we are in 
Now what institution 
could promise more in counteracting 
this evil, than Sabbath-schools, which 
bring gratuitous instruction and re- 
ligious instruction too, and that drawn 


from the Bible itself, within the 
reach of every family?’ No matter 
how poor or how vicious the pa- 


rents, the child is admitted to full par- 
ticipation of all the blessings of gospel 
light; and the book of God, and other 
holy books, are brought home to pa- 
rents, perhaps to bless them with 
eternal life.” 


And as to the influence of the cler- 


gy, our author’s views are thus ex- 
pressed— 


“It was when ignorance prevailed 
among the people, and was extolled 
as the mother of devotion; when the 
Bible was concealed beneath the im- 
penetrable veil of an unknown tongue, 
and men could not imitate the Berean 
example of searching the Scriptures to 
see whether these things were so, that 
a corrupt priesthood made them be- 
lieve the greatest absurdities. 

On the other hand, the most power- 
ful engine ever arrayed against papacy, 


mation was chiefly effected, and its 


| doctrines perpetuated, was the gene- 
| ral diffusion of Bible truth, by the 


translation of the sacred volume into 
the vernacular tongues of Europe, and 
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the general inculcation of its doctrines | 
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on the old and the young. 

“In our own happy land should the 
ministry become corrupt, and yet re- 
tain any influence over the minds of | 


the people, it must be through popu- | 


lar ignorance and superstition. Against 
these, therefore, the efforts of the 
Christian and the patriot ought to be 
directed. But how can we better dis- 
pel ignorance among the future citi- 
zens of our land, than by the general 
introduction of Sabbath-schools, into 
which all of every rank and condition 
ure admitted, and especially the poor, 
whose want of means would other- 
wise condemn them to ignorance for 
life? How can we better guard them 
against the gloomy reign of supersti- 
tion, than by Sabbath-schools, in 
which they are early made acquaint- 
ed with the bible, the unadulterated 
fountain of truth. 





DEATH OF ONE OF OUR MIS- 
SIONARIES. 


We can seldom have occasion to 


notice a more mysterious and melan- 
choly dispensation of Providence, than 


that by which the Rev. Stites Haw- | 
| for May. 


LEY, one of our Missionaries, has just 
been taken from among the living. 


Mr. H. was from Ridgefield, Fair- | 


field County, Conn., of the class of 
1827, in Yale College, and a gra- 
duate of the Theological Seminary 
connected with that institution. He 
entered the service of this Society in 
September last, at the expense of the 
Hartford County, (Conn.) Sabbath- 
School Union, who liberally pledged 
the sum of four hundred dollars for 
that purpose. 

Full of zeal, and in the consecration 
of health, and strength, and life to 
his Master’s cause, our young friend 
repaired to the field of his labour in 
the States of Missouri and Iilinois. 

Our last report from him is dated 
December 31—but was not received 
until he had been, many days, an in- 
habitant of another world. 
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His long silence is at length sadly 
explained. On Monday, January 18th, 
he left the house of a friend to pro- 
ceed on his tour of duty. 
cessively cold. His path lay over two 
desolate prairies, and he would be 
compelled to cross two forks of the 
Kaskaskia River to reach a shelter for 
the night. On the succeeding Thurs- 
day his horse was found, but no tidings 


It was ex- 


have since been heard of our lamented 
fellow-labourer. It is ascertained that 
one of the forks of the river was not 
fordable, and the probability is, 
(though he might have perished with 
cold,) that in an attempt to cross this 
stream he was drowned! 
of the many instances in which Divine 
Wisdom silences every doubting, 
every repining thought, by a single in- 
junction.—** Bz sTIL1, AND KNOW 
vHaT I am Gop.” 


This is one 





Our monthly account of Recerrrs 
will be found in the monthly paper 





Monthly Paper.—This publication 
for the month of May, will be found 
to contain an interesting article re- 
specting the institutions which Chris- 
tian benevolence has established, and 
which Christian enterprize and libe- 
rality are building up, though the 
Arabians, and the Ammonites, and 
the Ashdodites,* are very wroth and 
conspire against them. 


* Neh. iv. 7. 


SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY. 


The proceedings on occasion of the Seventh 
Anniversary of the American Sunday School 
Union, will take place at the church on Wash- 
ington Square, in the city of Philadelphia, on 
Tuesday, May 26, at 4 o’clock P. M. 





DR. WAYLAND'S SERMON. 


We presume that Teachers and Friends of 


Sunday Schools are looking forward with much 
interest to the Sunday School Sermon expected 
on Monday F.vening, May 25, from the Rev 
Francis Wayland, jr. D. D. President of Brows 
University, Providence, (R. I.) 


ap Our next No. will be later than usual, in order that it may contain the An- 


nual Report, 








